
The Senate of  Canada 

Sincere Greetings from the 

Senate of Canada!  
 

   Sincere greetings on  

behalf of the Senate of 

Canada! I hope Summer 

2011 has been productive 

and memorable, though itõs 

hard to believe that fall is 

just around the corner. 

2011 has been filled with 

important milestones ð like 

the 60th Anniversary of the 

Battle of Kapyong (one of 

the historic battles during 

the Korean War); signifi-

cant events ð like the fed-

eral election which resulted 

in a Conservative majority 

government; and notewor-

thy developments, at home 

and abroad. A change that 

took place within our office 

was the departure of my 

Executive Assistant Paul 

Seear, who is now with Min-

ister Lynne Yellich; and the 

arrival of my new EA, Grace 

Seear! With Kristin Joiner 

and Ed Sem in Ottawa and 

Vancouver respectively, we 

have a wonderfully dedicat-

ed team in place. Lastly, the 

new look of this newsletter 

can be credited to our in-

tern, Leah Buchholz, who is 

the editor/producer of this 

latest issue. Together, my  

staff and I have been   

honoured to serve you and 

work with you on the im-

portant issues and projects 

of 2011. Thank you for 

your invaluable support 

and partnership! 
 

Sincerely, 
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SENATOR  YONAH  M ARTIN  

 July 27th  Nat ional Korean War Veterans Day  

   Knowing that the present is 

built on the foundations of 

the past, Senator Martin 

knows that she would not be 

here today had it not been 

for the sacrifices of Canadi-

ans and others during the 

Korean War. Her commit-

ment to the veterans is, 

therefore, unwavering. In 

April 2010, Senator Martin 

introduced a Private Mem-

berõs Motion to acknowledge 

and endorse July 27th annu-

ally as National Korean War 

Veterans Day. Then on June 

8th, it passed unanimously in 

the Senate Chamber.  

   On July 27, 2011, on Na-

tional Korean War Veterans 

Day (to commemorate the 

58 th anniversary of the Kore-

an War Armistice), the Right 

Honourable Steven Harper 

attended the annual ceremo-

ny held at the Korea Veterans 

Wall of Remembrance in the 

Meadowvale Cemetery. He 

reiterated the importance of 

the Korean War in Canadaõs 

history stating, òAs we com-

memorate one of Canadaõs 

most significant armed en-

gagements of the 20th Centu-

ry, we also affirm that Canada 

will continue to stand fearless-

ly with its allies when the 

cause is just.ó He paid re-

spects to the 516 fallen 

Canadians and also acknowl-

edged the 60th anniversary of 

the Battle of Kapyong (April 23

-25), one of Canadaõs most 

successful historic battles. 

Also in attendance were VAC 

Minister Steven Blaney, Lieu-

tenant Governor David Onley, 

Senators Vim Kochhar and 

Don Meredith, MP Barry Devo-

lin, PS Eve Adams and many 

other dignitaries. It was a day 

to remember. Lest we forget.  

PM Stephen Harper 

inspects the line of 

Veterans standing tall 

and proud at the July 

27 th Ceremony (Photo 

by Charles Kim)  



Senate Standing Committee on Communications and Transport 

    Senator Martin re-joined 

the Transport and Commu-

nications committee in the 

41st Parliament. A special 

study currently in progress 

is to examine and report 

on emerging issues related 

to the Canadian airline 

industry. In a country as 

large as Canada where 

flying is a necessity for 

many people, including 

Senator Martin who lives 

in Vancouver, BC, this 

study is relevant and in-

sightful in more ways 

than one. It will be a com-

prehensive report that 

explores many facets of 

the industry and related 

issues that affect Canadi-

ans home and abroad.  
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Senate Standing Committee on Social Affairs, Science and Technology (SAST) 

Senate Commit tees  

(Crooked Immigration Con-

sultants Act). After Senator 

Martinõs sponsoring role of 

the Canada Consumer 

Product Safety Act which 

received Royal Assent in 

late 2010, she also took 

part in an important study 

titled Canadaõs Response 

to the 2009 H1N1 Influen-

za Pandemic (http://

www.parl.gc.ca/Content/

SEN/Committee/403/

soci/rep/rep15dec10 -

e.pdf) at the request of the 

Minister of Health. Cur-

rently, the SAST Commit-

tee is undertaking the re-

view of the Health Accord, 

again at the request of 

Minister Leona Aglukkaq. 

Additionally, the report of a 

study conducted by the 

Committee regarding Post-

Secondary Education and 

related access issues is in 

progress and is scheduled 

to be tabled in Fall, 2011.  

   2011 has been a produc-

tive year for the SAST com-

mittee, which covers a 

broad range of issues and 

legislation related to 

health, education, immi-

gration, social affairs, sci-

ence and technology to 

name a few. Among many 

Bills that the Committee 

was asked to review in-

cluded those that aimed to 

improve the Canadian im-

migration and refugee re-

form systems like Bill C-35 
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   Committees conduct much valuable work in the Senate of Canada. The standing, joint 

and special committees examine an average of over 50 bills and 30 special studies 

annually. These reports are reviewed by a diverse audience including government 

departments, academics, professional organizations, policy institutes, special interest 

groups, corporations, members of the public and others. Each Senator is assigned 1 to 3 

committees; each committee meets once or twice a week for 2 to 3 hours per session.  

Government Deputy Whip  
 

   In June 2011, Government Leader of the Senate, 

The Honourable Marjorie LeBreton, invited Senator 

Martin to join the Leadership team as the Government  

Deputy Whip of the Senate. Senator Martin states: "I 

am honoured and humbled by the confidence that the 

Prime Minister, Senator LeBreton, and my colleagues 

have placed in me. It has been a tremendous learning 

experience working closely with my colleague, Senator 

Elizabeth Marshall, the Government Whip; and I look 

forward to the challenges ahead in the upcoming Ses-

sions of this Parliament.ó  

 

Speaking to PM Harper after a 

National Caucus meeting (Photo by 

Jason Ransom) 

Senator Martin serves on 

two committees: Social 

Affairs, Science and 

Technology and Transport 

and Communications 
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http://www.parl.gc.ca/Content/SEN/Committee/403/soci/rep/rep15dec10-e.pdf
http://www.parl.gc.ca/Content/SEN/Committee/403/soci/rep/rep15dec10-e.pdf
http://www.parl.gc.ca/Content/SEN/Committee/403/soci/rep/rep15dec10-e.pdf
http://www.parl.gc.ca/Content/SEN/Committee/403/soci/rep/rep15dec10-e.pdf


Statements in the Red Chamber 

Great Valentine Gala  

Feb. 17, 2011 - òThe 27th annual Great Valentine Gala was one of the most memorable and 

inspiring events I have ever had the pleasure of attending in my life...Senator Kochhar, you 

have dedicated over 30 years of your life to raising millions of dollars and to promoting aware-

ness of physical disabilities and of the power of our collective resolve to improve the lives of 

all Canadians with physical disabilities.ó 

The Late Dr. Nairn Knott  

Please visit http://yonahmartin.sencanada.ca for the complete speech 

Year of the Rabbit   

Bill C-442 ð An Act to Establish a National Holocaust Monument  

   One of the most memorable achievements of 2011 was when Senator Martin sponsored 

Tim Uppalõs Private Memberõs Bill - C-442: An Act to Establish a National Holocaust 

Monument. She spoke in favour of the Bill at Second Reading on February 10, 2011, which 

was then passed at Third Reading on March 24, 2011 to become law shortly thereafter. 

Senator Martin wishes to acknowledge the tireless dedication of Laura Grosman, a university 

student who had the vision and conviction of a monument, and persevered to see the 

passage of this Bill.   

òThe atrocities of the Holo-

caust occurred during the 

1930s and the Second World 

War in which our country took 

so active a part. The Nazi 

state sought to eliminate the 

Jews of Europe and vulnerable 

groups, such as disabled per-

sons. This Holocaust must 

have a permanent place in 

our nation's consciousness 

and memory. We must hon-

our the memory of all Holo-

caust victims as part of our 

collective resolve never to 

forget. A national monument 

will remind Canadians of 

one of the darkest chapters 

in human history and of the 

dangers of state-sanctioned 

hatred and anti-Semitism. It 

will encourage future genera-

tions to learn about the root 

causes of the Holocaust and 

its consequences to help pre-

vent future acts of genocide.ó 

Feb 3, 2011  - òThroughout Canada, Asian Canadians 

and others are celebrating the Year of the Rabbit... This 

year is projected to be one of peace and diplomacy, 

hope and inspiration. Our world, especially in this time, 

needs peace and diplomacy, hope and inspiration...May 

this year be good for all.ó 

Tribute to Nick Noorani   

June 9, 2011 - òIn honour of Asian Heritage Month, I pay 

tribute to Mr. Nick Noorani...Nick inspires immigrants 

into action because he has been in their shoes...Nick 

and past recipients of Canada's top 25 Immigrants 

award are integral to the rich and diverse mosaic that 

is our Canada.ó 

March 24, 2011 - òDr. Knott is a decorated war veteran 

for his role in the Battle of Pusan and the Battle of 

Chosin Reservoir...Dr. Knott went there because, ôIt 

was the right thing to do.õ ...With sincere gratitude and 

the deepest of respect to the Knott family, I make this 

tribute in memory of Dr. Nairn Knott, beloved husband, 

father, grandfather, great grandfather and veteran  

ñ a true Canadian hero.ó 
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Senator Martin with Senate Pages 

behind the Chamber  

Senator Martin, Speaker Noël Kinsella 

and Senator Salma Ataullahjan, congratu-

late Rev. Benjamin H. Yoon of the Citi-

zensõ Alliance for North Korean Human 

Rights and Asma Jahangir of Pakistan, 

winners of the inaugural Diefenbaker 

Awards for their outstanding courage and 

leadership in defending human rights 

(Photo from Speaker's Office)  

During "Senators' 

Statements," Senators 

raise matters they 

consider needing the 

urgent attention of the 

Senate. Senators can 

also speak about im-

portant events, nota-

ble Canadians and 

other topics of signifi-

cance.  



Statements in the Communi ty 

Canada Day speech 

   Senator Martin values the rich diversity of Canada. In performing her Senate duties, she 

has the opportunities to engage people of all ages, ethnicities and religions. She feels 

òprivileged and honoured to have the opportunity to serve Canadians of all walks of life.ó 

As one of six currently serving senators of BC, Senator Martin is honoured to represent 

the beautiful province of British Columbia as well as several national constituencies. The 

Veterans of the Korean War, the disabled community, youth and young adults, and the 

national Korean Canadian community are among many of the constituencies whom she 

serves.  

Canada Korea Foundation Launch   

Canada Day Citizenship Ceremony  

 

   On July 1, 2011, Senator Martin took part in a special Ca-

nadian citizenship ceremony at Jack Poole Plaza in Vancou-

ver, BC. As she looked out at the New Canadians sitting in 

front of the stage, she saw the Olympic cauldron and the 

skyscrapers behind them. Behind her was a backdrop of Coal 

Harbour and the majestic mountains to complete the picture 

perfect scene. Senator Martin took great pride in welcoming 

new citizens and reaffirming the value of Canadian citizen-

ship. 

òAs you take the oath, 

you will be following in 

the footsteps of millions 

who have come before 

youéI encourage you to 

take an active role in 

upholding your 

responsibilities as a citizen 

and contribute to your 

community in a meaningful 

wayéIn taking the oath 

today, youõve decided that 

Canada is where you want 

your future to beñthat 

Canada is where you will build a 

new life, new dreams, and new 

hope for yourself and your 

family. We are grateful that you 

chose Canada as your home 

and we are proud to welcome 

you as Canadians.ó 

   The Canada Korea Foundation was 

launched in February 2011, where the 

Right Honourable Stephen Harper 

delivered a keynote address. With many 

dignitaries, leaders of the Korean-

Canadian community, business leaders 

and honoured Korean War veterans in 

attendance, the launch event was highly 

anticipated and exceptionally executed. 

The founding directors, sponsors and 

volunteers are to be commended. As 

Prime Minister Harper so clearly 

articulated, CKF is well positioned to play a 

key role in deepening Canada Korea 

relations: òThe Asia-Pacific region will play 

a large part in Canada's future economic 

growth and it would be hard to find two 

countries better suited for each other as 

ò2013 will be the 50th 

Anniversary of bilateral 

relations between Canada 

and Korea. Canada Korea 

Foundation is the natural 

manifestation of the long-

standing history and 

relationship between 

Canada and Korea. CKF will 

strategically foster support 

for a firm relationship with the 

Government of Canada, to 

promote bilateral relations for 

éits important relationship 

with the Republic of Korea.ó 

At the invitation of 

community groups 

and event organiz-

ers, Senator Martin 

brings greetings, as 

she did at the 2011 

Yonex Canada Open 

2011 at the Rich-

mond Oval, and meet 

many people    

trading partners than Canada and the 

Republic of Korea." As Honorary Patron 

of CKF, Senator Martin delivered 

welcoming remarks at the launch event:  
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Canada Korea Inter-Par l iamentar y Group  

Minister Ed Fast, Ursula Devolin on behalf of MP 

Barry Devolin, MP Joe Daniels, MP Peter Stoffer, 

/ƘŀǊƎŞ Řϥ!ŦŦŀƛǊŜǎ of the ROK Embassy Minister 

Hwang and Senator Martinõs Assistant Kristin Joiner 

warmly welcome the Korean delegation of legislators, 

all members of the Korea Canada Inter-Parliamentary 

Friendship Group in May 2011 

May 18-20, 2011 - G-20 Speakersõ Consultation  
  

   The G-20 Speakersõ Consultation is an important forum for Speakers and legislators to  

gather and address urgent global issues and discuss global solutions to take back to their 

respective Governments. The purpose of these consultations is to foster inter-parliamentary 

diplomacy, discussions, and learning amongst participating nations. The founding belief is 

that todayõs global challenges require the coordinated efforts of these leading countries. 

Canada hosted the inaugural forum at the visionary initiative of Speaker Noël Kinsella. 

South Korea hosted the second conference in Seoul in May, 2011. Senator Martin had the 

honour of taking part in both conferences; and represented Speaker Noël Kinsella in Seoul.    

   In 2011, Canada Korea 

relations continued to deepen 

in meaningful ways. The 

successful February launch of 

the Canada Korea Foundation 

and the announcement of 

PyeongChang, Korea as the 

winning host city for the 2018 

Winter Olympics and 

Paralympics were two such 

significant achievements. 

Although it was sad to say 

farewell to former 

Ambassador Chan-Ho Ha and 

Madame Ha in March 2011, 

Senator Martin appreciated 

the dedicated effort of 

Minister Hwang (Chargé 

d'Affaires) and the ROK 

Embassy staff in the interim 

period before the arrival of 

the new Ambassador. Senator 

Martin also had the privilege 

of representing Canada on 

behalf of Speaker Noël 

Kinsella at the Seoul G-20 

Speakersõ Consultation 

(May 2011), and 

welcoming several 

delegations of Korean 

legislators in Ottawa and 

in Vancouver. Everyone 

wholehearted agrees 

that regular inter-

Parliamentary exchanges 

are important for the 

good of Canada and 

Korea and the bi-lateral 

relationship.  

Greeting His Excellency Ambassador and  

Madame Chan-ho Ha with MP Barry Devolin,  

Co-Chair of the Canada Korea Inter-

Parliamentary Group for a farewell luncheon in 

the Parliamentary Restaurant with members of 

the CKIG in March 2011  

Seoul, South Korea  

G-20 Speakersõ Consulta-

tion  Round Table  

Source: Yonhap News  
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At the National Assembly for 

the Seoul G-20 Speakersõ Con-

sultation, with Michel Marcotte 

of the Parliament of Canada  

òIt is important to remind 

ourselves that recovery 

from... 2008 is uneven across 

nations and is fragile for 

many countrieséAt the 2010 

Summit in Canada, leaders 

agreed to meet three goals: a 

complete return to economic 

growth with high-quality jobs, 

reform and strengthening of 

financial systems, and strong, 

sustainable and balanced 

growth...At the more recent 

Seoul Summit, G-20 leaders 

correctly noted their 

relentless and cooperative 

efforts delivered strong 

results...In essence, 

challenges, solutions and 

actions require global 

discussion, debate and 

coordination to ensure 

that the well-intentioned 

actions of one do not 

create a situation of 

collateral damage for 

another. Our destiny is 

indeed shared.ó  



òLove and Dutyó  

Honour ing Our Veterans 

As a daughter of Korea where she was born, and Canada, 

her home for nearly 40 years, Senator Martin expresses 

her sentiments in this way: òI feel deep gratitude and in-

debtedness to our Veterans of the Korean War, for without 

whom; I would not be alive today.ó Senator Martin, with 

support of her dedicated staff, will continue to use every 

resource to commemorate significant milestones of the 

Korean War; and best serve and honour the veterans.  

Nous nous souviendrons dõeux. Lest we forget.  

 

Senator Martin with President 

of the Korean Canadian Cul-

tural Association, Steven Lee 

(back row, far right) and Kore-

an War veterans who served 

in the ROK military, now Cana-

dian citizens, after attending 

The Memory Project - Korean 

War Stories launch event. 

They will share their stories as 

well.  

listening and learning more about the Korean 

War veterans through this Project.  

   Vince Courtenay, Korean War veteran 

and the editor of the internet journal The 

Korean War Veteran, wrote the novel Love 

and Duty. It is a fictional account that 

chronicles Canadaõs contributions leading 

to and during the Kapyong battle in April, 

1951. Senator Martin has had the pleas-

ure of helping to distribute the special 60th 

Anniversary publication while visiting veter-

ans at George Derby Centre.  
  

(If you wish to be added to the distribution list, 

please email: koreavetnews@aol.com)   

   Senator Martin was honoured to attend the 

60 th Anniversary of the Kapyong Battle in the 

Republic of Korea. She was apart of the Canadi-

an delegation and was accompanied by veter-

ans of the Kayong battle, family members, and 

current serving officers of the Canadian military.  

   This 60th anniversary commemoration was 

organized by the Ministry of Patriots and Veter-

ans Affairs. In Canada, the cities of Ottawa and 

Tofino also paused to give thanks and com-

memorate this anniversary.   

60 th Anniversary - Battle of Kapyong 

Commemorative Ceremonies 

Kapyong veteran Doug Germaine and 

Helen in the National War Museum in 

Seoul, Korea.  

Launch of The Memory Project  

Stories of the Korean War   

Senator Martin presents 

veteran Ken Davis with a 

copy of Love and Duty  

Canadian and Korean flags at 

the foot of the National War 

Memorial in Ottawa for the 60th 

Anniversary of the Battle of 

Kapyong Ceremony 

(Photo by VAC) 

   In July, 2011 The Memory Project ð  

Stories of the Korean War was launched, 

to continue the project created by the  

Historica Dominion Institute that has pre-

viously archived stories of the 1st and 2nd 

World Wars. Senator Martin is the Honor-

ary Patron and is assisting in the pursuit 

of archiving 516 oral histories ð one for 

each fallen Canadian during the Korean 

War.  

   At the launch event, Canadian Heritage 

Minister James Moore recognized the  

importance of a new generation listening 

and remembering this òforgottenó war 

and announced $900,000 in funding 

support. Senator Martin looks forward to 

The Monument to 

the Fallen stands in 

Confederation Park 

in Ottawa, facing 

the identical  

memorial in the UN 

Cemetery in Busan, 

Korea  
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Sen. Martin with Memory 

Project Directors, Jill Pat-

erson and Jenna Misener 

mailto:koreavetnews@aol.com


The Honourable J im Abbot t 
òFormer Parliamentary Secretary Jim Abbott is a man of great stature and 

character with whom I had the honour of working as colleagues of the BC Cau-

cus. He had a distinguished career in politics as the MP of Kootenay-Columbia 

for almost 20 years. No small feat. With principle and clarity of purpose, I wit-

nessed Jim stand up for BC consistently during our National Caucus meetings, 

appreciated his active membership in the Canada Korea Inter-Parliamentary 

Group, and valued the open invitation to the weekly fellowship gatherings in 

his office in East Block. Jim Abbott leaves big shoes to fill, literally. Blessings to 

Jim and his family as they continue the journey post-Ottawa...ó 

Tribute to Col leagues 

Senator  Vim Kochhar 
 òSenator Vim Kochhar retires in September 2011 from 

the Upper Chamber as the first Canadian of South Asian 

descent to serve in the Senate of Canada. I will miss my 

dear colleague, who while sitting immediately behind me 

in the Chamber, modeled what it means to be a servant 

leader. As a lifelong champion of the physically disabled 

community, his tireless dedication to educate people 

about disabilities, empower the physically disabled  

community to achieve great things, and demonstrate 

unrelenting passion - I pay tribute to my friend and col-

league, The Honourable Vim Kochhar. Thank you for the 

inspirationéó 

 

The Honourable Stockwel l   Day 

1 - Speaker No±l Kinsella, Senator Martin and Senator Kochhar celebrate the successful completion of the inaugural G-20 
Speakers' Consultation in Ottawa, September 2010 (Photo from Speaker's website) 2 - Senator Kochhar welcomes thousands of 
participants and spectators of the April 14, 2011 Rolling Rampage wheelchair relay event on Parliament Hill 3 - Jim Abbott pre-
sents Dr. Doo Ho Shin (Past President of National Unification Advisory Council) a congratulatory letter after his keynote speech  
4 - Minister Day makes the exciting Blue Skies Agreement between Canada and Korea 5 - The Honourable Stockwell Day 
speaks to a crowd of admirers at a tribute event in celebration of his retirement from politics  

òThe Honourable Stockwell Day retired from politics after al-

most two decades of public service. It is a mystery how Min. 

Stockwell Day could stick to a regimented training schedule (as 

a marathon runner), manage some of the toughest national 

portfolios (as President of the Treasury Board and the Asia-

Pacific Gateway and as the Senior Regional Minister), balance 

his personal relationships and priorities, and still find time to 

pause to ask how I was doing. I will always remember the genu-

ine warmth with which he and his wife, Val, greeted me and my 

family. Having the opportunity to serve with him as part of the 

BC Caucus member was truly a privilege and honour. Thank 

youéó 
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Honouring Our Veterans 

1 - Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Senator Martin lay a wreath at the Korea Veterans Wall of Remembrance at the  
National Korean War Veterans Day ceremony in Brampton, Ontario (Photo from Charles Kim) 2 - Delegation of Korean legisla-
tors of the Korea-Canada Inter-Parliamentary Friendship Group with Bill Black and several Korean War Veterans, Minister Ste-
ven Blaney, Deputy Minister Suzanne Tining, Minister Hwang (Charg® d'Affaires), Col. Lee (ROK Defence Attache), MP Barry 
Devolin and MP Joe Daniels after a wreath laying ceremony (Photo from Sean Yim) 3 - Canadian Veterans of Kapyong sing a 
rousing song for Senator Martin 4 - Senator Martin with Korean Veterans Association members of the Toronto and Montreal 

regions who attended the April 15th, 60th Anniversary of Kapyong ceremony at the National War Memorial (Photo from VAC)   

5 - With Minister Sung Choon Park (Minister of Patriots and Veterans Affairs of Korea) and General Walter Natynczyk at the 

Korea Day ceremony in Ottawa (Photo from VAC) 6 - At "The Last Hurrah" in Winnipeg on behalf of Min. Blaney with Charles 

Kim and Mike Czuboka, event organizers 
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