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YONAH MARTIN

Canada Korea

Greetings from the West Coast! 
Summer has ended as students and teachers across Canada head back to school
and Parliamentarians return to Ottawa for the fall sitting of the 44th Parliamentary
session. July and August were busy memorable months filled with stakeholder
meetings, events and opportunities to work with and support various important
organizations in British Columbia and across Canada. July 27th, Korean War
Veterans Day, marked the 69th anniversary of the Korean War Armistice.
Ceremonies were held in various regions and many gathered across the nation, to
pay tribute to the service and sacrifices of all those who fought to defend South
Korea. I also had the opportunity to travel to Korea to take part in the 8th annual
Global Korean Politicians Forum as Chair of the Global Korean Politicians Council. 

Senator's Message

THE HONOURABLE

~Senator Yonah Martin

As we begin September, Conservatives are eagerly awaiting the election of our new Party Leader and the start of
a promising fall parliamentary sitting as Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition. As Deputy Leader of the Opposition in
the Senate, I look forward to continuing to support hardworking Canadians and being the voice for the voiceless
on important issues affecting Canadians. As always, my office and I are ready to serve you to the best of our
abilities. Best wishes for a safe and healthy September.

The 8th annual Global Korean Politicians Forum was
held in Seoul, Korea in August. The Global Korean
Politicians Council (GKPC) was founded in Seoul in
2007 on the occasion of the 1st Global Korean
Politicians Forum to enhance the political influence of
ethnic Koreans around the world and to support the
next generation of politicians. Senator Martin attended
as Chair of GKPC and spoke of her journey as a
daughter of Korea and Canada and becoming the first
Korean Canadian Parliamentarian in Canadian history.
August 15th marked the 77th anniversary of Korea’s 

historic independence from Imperial Japanese colonial rule after more than three decades of oppression and suffering.
We follow in the footsteps of the brave patriots of the independence movements, veterans of the Korean War and all
those who fought for the freedom of Korea, to allow us to be where we are today. As we continue to look ahead we
must work together with the wisdom from our ancestors and the leaders who came before us, to remain united and
strong. As we begin the fall Parliamentary Session, Senator Martin will continue serving as Co-Chair of the Canada Korea
Interparliamentary Friendship group on important matters and files for Canada and Korea, with a shared vision to
further strengthen Canada Korea bilateral ties.
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Summer 2022 was productive and meaningful as Senator Martin attended various events and meetings to support
and serve many community organizations of western Canada. Some of the highlights included National Korean
War Commemorative Committee Meetings in preparation for July 27th commemorations, meetings with municipal
representatives, Platinum Queen Elizabeth II Jubilee Pin presentations, the Vancouver Zion Mission Choir’s 40th
annual benefit concert, and the 2022 Victoria Forum. A special thank you to all of the hardworking organizers,
volunteers and supporters working behind the scenes to ensure these important events are possible. September
will bring new meetings and events that Senator Martin will attend on behalf of the Senate of Canada and in
support of many important community organizations. 

Veterans
We continue to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the Korean War Years (June 25, 2020 to July 27, 2023)
and vow to honour significant battles to pay our deepest respect and gratitude to the brave men and women
who fought in the Korean War, and to ensure that the legacy of the Korean War is never forgotten.
Parliamentarians of all levels of government; representatives of the Korean Embassy, Consulates and the
diplomatic corps; representatives of Veterans Affairs Canada, the Canadian military, Canadian Legions and
partnering organizations as well as members of the national Korean community gathered with veterans at
local cenotaphs and memorials to lay a wreath or poppy in remembrance of all those who sacrificed during
the Korean War. As Honorary Grand Patron of the Korea War Veterans of Canada, Senator Martin has vowed
to serve our beloved veterans across Canada and to ensure that their legacy is long remembered. Looking
ahead to the fall, the historic 70th anniversary of the Battle of Hill 355 and The Royal Canadian Regiment's
(The RCR) role in that battle will be remembered. We will remember them. Nous nous souviendrons d’eux.
#KoreanWarForgottenNoMore
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