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YONAH MARTIN
Happy Asian Heritage Month to all those celebrating across Canada and in the
United States. This month is an opportunity for us to recognize the contributions
of Canadians of Asian descent throughout our nation’s history. We also remember
the sacrifices and courage, determination and vision of Asian Canadians who
helped build our railroads, served in the Canadian military and are integral to the
dynamic and vibrant Canadian mosaic. April was a memorable month that
reminded us of life’s blessing and new life during Easter celebrations with family,
friends and community. It also reminded us of the pride that our nation has for
the sacrifices our veterans made and current serving members make as we
commemorated the 71st anniversary of the Battle of Kapyong during the Korean
War and the 105th anniversary of the historic battle of Vimy Ridge during WWII.
We will remember them. Nous nous souviendrons d'eux. 우리는 그들을 기억할 것입
니다.  

Senator's Message

THE HONOURABLE

~Senator Yonah Martin

#KoreanWarForgottenNoMore

April 23-25, 2022 marked the 71st anniversary of the Battle of Kapyong (Gapyeong), a historic battle during the Korean War
and one of Canada’s greatest military achievements. Although vastly outnumbered by the Chinese and North Korean
armies, the 2nd Battalion of Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry (2PPCLI), the 3rd Battalion of Royal Australian
Regiment (3RAR), the United Kingdom’s 1st Battalion Middlesex Regiment, and the 16th Field Regiment of Royal New
Zealand Artillery (16RNZA) serving together as the 27th British Commonwealth Brigade, thwarted a massive enemy
offensive in the hills of the Kapyong River Valley.

May 2-3 will mark the 69th anniversary of the Battle of Hill 187, one of the Canadian Army’s most intense and costly
engagements during the Korean War. In May of 1953, most of the soldiers of the 3rd Battalion RCR had just arrived in
Korea. Soon after their arrival, they were thrust into battle, taking over defences of Hill 187. A Canadian patrol led by
Lieutenant Gerry Maynell, made contact with the vanguard of a Chinese assault. Suddenly and overwhelmingly, the patrol
was overwhelmed in an all-out attack by over 400 Chinese assault troops. The only respite in the relentless shelling came
when waves of Chinese soldiers attacked their positions. The pattern would continue to repeat itself for two days, until the
Canadian position was finally overrun. Hill 187 saw the heaviest losses in a single battle during the war.

As Honorary Grand Patron of the Korea War Veterans of Canada, Senator Martin vows to commemorate every significant
battle and milestones of the Korean War, to ensure the sacrifices made by our beloved veterans and their legacies are
never forgotten. 
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April has been another busy and productive month for Senator
Martin as Deputy Leader of Her Majesty’s Official Opposition in the
Senate. During question period, Senator Martin continued to
support veterans while questioning the Government Leader on
the issues at Veterans Affairs, and fighting for small businesses
and hard-working families. Both Houses of Parliament debated
important pieces of legislation such as the Saskatchewan Act
(taxation of the Canadian Pacific Railway in Saskatchewan) and the
tabling of the 2022 Federal Budget. The Medical Assistance in
Dying Joint Committee was once again reconstituted with Senator
Martin and MP Marc Garneau as co-chairs of the joint committee.
The committee will continue to hear from witnesses and review
Medical Assistance in Dying (MAiD) before concluding with their
final report in the fall. In the Chamber, at committees and beyond,
Sen. Martin and her conservative colleagues will continue to hold
the government to account and fight to protect the rights of all
Canadians from coast to coast to coast.   

In the Red Chamber

LINKS

In the Community

Senator Martin attended community events and meetings during the month of April in support of various constituents
and organizations. As Honorary Grand Patron of the Korea War Veterans of Canada, Senator Martin held several
meetings via Zoom for the Korean War Commemorative Committees and the Korean War Legacy Project. She also
attended community events including the 38th anniversary Burnaby Firefighters Charitable Ball and the ROK Marine
Corps dinner at event. Senator Martin finished the month attending the 30th anniversary CBMC prayer breakfast and
the Port Moody Youth Symphony Orchestra Spring Concert.
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