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2020 MILESTONES 

 

OTTAWA, ON – On Wednesday, The Honourable Yonah Martin, Co-Chair of the Canada Korea 

Interparliamentary Friendship Group (CKIFG) and Deputy Leader of the Opposition in the 

Senate, hosted a 2020 Milestones virtual year-end event.  

 

His Excellency Keung Ryong Chang, His Excellency Michael Danagher, Co-Chair Ali Ehsassi 

and members of CKIFG, regional representatives of the national Korean community, Korean War 

Commemorative Committee members from various regions, current and former Parliamentary 

interns, educators (working on the 70th anniversary Korean War Legacy Project), and beloved 

veterans of the Korean War joined together for a special virtual year-end event.  Both 

Ambassadors highlighted the milestones of 2020 and the developments in the Canada and Korea 

bilateral relationship. In spite of the challenges of 2020, the year-end event was an opportunity to 

celebrate the important milestones of the year, and be together virtually.  

 

2020 began with the 5th anniversary of the implementation of the Canada Korea Free Trade 

Agreement; June 25th commemorated the start of the 70th anniversary of the Korean War years; 

and August 15th  marked the 75th anniversary of the National Liberation Day of Korea. As many 

businesses, families and seniors experienced financial hardships and social isolation, regional 

Korean Canadian community organizations and leaders stepped up to raise funds, donate essential 

goods and be a pillar of strength within the regions.  

 

In Parliament, Senator Martin worked together with her colleagues in the Senate and the House 

to hold the Government to account, and to ensure that Canadians received the support and 

resources they needed. As Deputy Leader, Sen. Martin attended all emergency sittings to pass 

emergency legislation, and strongly advocated for all Canadians, especially small business 

owners, veterans, and those most impacted by the challenging circumstances.  

 

On the legislative front, Parliament was once again given a challenging task with a second 

Medical Assistance in Dying Bill, C-7. While the House was wrestling with the Bill, the Senate 

undertook a pre-study of Bill C-7 that included 81 witnesses who delivered compelling evidence 

and recommendations for serious consideration. Senator Martin and many senators carefully 

studied the Bill at committee and engaged in robust debate at Second Reading. On the final day 

of the fall sitting, Bill C-7 was adopted on division and referred to the Legal and Constitutional 
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Affairs Committee. The study of the bill will resume after the winter recess. Bill C-7 will continue 

to be a priority for Senator Martin, as she urges the government to implement strong safeguards 

and accept amendments to the Bill, should the Senate adopt any at Third Reading.  

 

“2020 has been a year to celebrate and mark important milestones, but also one that has challenged 

us individually and as a nation. Together, we  have and will continue to persevere. Sincere thanks 

to our front line workers who continue to keep us safe and cared for in hospitals and care facilities 

across Canada. To our beloved veterans of the Korean War, our inspiration today and always, we 

vow to hold high the torch and remember your legacy of service and sacrifice. On behalf of my 

family and dedicated staff, we wish you and yours a Merry Christmas and best wishes for good 

health and prosperity in the new year!”  ~ Sen. Yonah Martin 
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