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THE LATE HONOURABLE DAVID OSBORN BRALEY, O.C.

Hon. Yonah Martin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, it’s with a heavy heart that I rise today to
pay tribute to an iconic Canadian, our former colleague and
friend the late Honourable David Braley.

David was a football enthusiast to the core. Born in Montreal
and moving to Hamilton at a young age, he played football
growing up and became a regular at Tiger-Cats games. After
attending McMaster University, he began his business career
with General Motors Acceptance Corporation in Hamilton,
before joining London Life Insurance.

He entered the CFL in 1989 as the owner of the Hamilton
Tiger-Cats. He later became the CFL club’s owner ahead of the
1997 Canadian Football League season, fulfilling a dream that
I’m sure any boy who grew up with the love of football would
have had.

Senator Plett has talked about Senator Braley’s achievements
as a club owner of both the BC Lions and the Toronto Argonauts,
with four Grey Cup championships, but I want to add that the
three, in 2000, 2006 and 2011, were all with the BC Lions — a
hometown favourite and, of course, with legions of fans across
the province.

His love for sports did not end there, as he also owned soccer’s
Vancouver 86ers and later the A-League’s Vancouver Whitecaps
until 2000. He also served as chairman of the 2003 World
Cycling Championships in Hamilton and was a director of
Ontario’s successful bid to host the 2015 Pan American Games.

As a British Columbian and a fellow sports enthusiast, I’m
grateful to our beloved former colleague for his generous
contribution and commitment to the B.C. franchises on behalf of
their fans, including my father-in-law and husband, to be able to
see a team like the BC Lions do so well and really be a place for
a community to come together — people of all ages. And as
Senator Woo mentioned, I know the BC Lions partnered with
EVA BC, a charitable organization focused on ending violence
against women. It was a very successful campaign that became a
model for other organizations.

In 2010, David began a new chapter in his life when he was
appointed to the Senate by Prime Minister Stephen Harper, and
proudly served Ontario for three years in this esteemed chamber.
I had the honour, like many of us, to work alongside David and
to serve Canadians above all.

As deputy whip at the time, I recall sitting in front of him or
near him in our chamber, and of David being a very valued
member of our caucus. He was loyal, kind and someone whom
we could depend on from beginning to end.

To his wife family who will mourn his passing, we mourn with
you. You are part of our Senate family, and we will miss and
remember David Braley going forward.

197

THE SENATE
Thursday, October 29, 2020


