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Hon. Yonah Martin: I have a very brief speech. I hope with
the time I took up in questions, in essence, the shorter speech
does make up for it.

On principle, absolutely, this is a bill that we need to look at
very carefully, and Canadians deserve the support at this time
from their government, especially the small businesses that I
often rise and talk about. It’s such an important bill for them. As
I said, there are still some questions for me, and I hope that the
government will work very expeditiously to meet those gaps as
well.

Honourable senators, I rise today to speak to Bill C-4, an Act
relating to certain measures in response to COVID-19. Once
again, as we begin this very important debate, I want to take a
moment to recognize and acknowledge the strength, resilience
and genuine kindness of Canadians across our nation. These past
months have been very difficult for so many Canadians, families
and businesses. To all of the health care and front-line workers,
we thank all of them for their steadfast courage on the front lines
and for continuing to keep Canadians safe.

To Canadians who are suffering with mental illness, loss of
loved ones, loss of employment or businesses and who are
raising families and loved ones during these times of uncertainty,
I hope that what we are talking about and the care with which we
are trying to do our work as parliamentarians in this chamber will
give them some assurance that this too shall pass and together we
will persevere as a country.

I was speaking to a veteran of the Korean War on Sunday.
He’s 90 years old. He turned 90 in June of this year. He had a
fall, he has recovered and is still able to manage taking a walk
around his neighbourhood. He was telling me how many times
people stop him on his walk to just offer help. He said it is
people of all ages.

It’s just a reminder of the faith in humanity that is restored
when we hear of such touching examples. And to Bill Newton,
the veteran, on this National Seniors Day, I recognize him and all
of the seniors who have made such sacrifices for us to be here
today.

I will keep the rest of my remarks brief at second reading, as I
will be speaking more about the substance of the bill at third
reading. I wish to also acknowledge our colleague Senator Dean
as sponsor of this bill.

Colleagues, we’ve known this legislation was coming for quite
a while. At the end of July, the government announced its intent
to move everyone beyond CERB and over to the EI program.
They also said that for those who still won’t have access to EI,
like contract workers, the government would be creating a
transition benefit that is similar to EI along with a sickness and
caregivers benefit. This has been in the works for quite some
time.

Almost a month later, on August 20, the government
announced some of the details of these programs, and we learned
that they would be called the Canada Recovery Benefit, Canada
Recovery Sickness Benefit and Canada Recovery Caregiving
Benefit.

But it was five weeks later before the first piece of enabling
legislation would be presented in Parliament on September 24.
The initial Bill C-2 was tabled in the House of Commons and
then almost immediately after that a new version, Bill C-4, was
required, again showing that this government is trying to rush
through legislation and their agenda.

Debate on the bill only began on Monday in the House of
Commons. Today is Thursday. The following day it cleared
second reading, Committee of the Whole and the third reading all
in a day. With more than three times the number of elected
members in the House, I can’t help but wonder what potentially
was overlooked or compromised for the government to have
rammed through this legislation in a single day.

The government had months to work on this bill, but now they
expect Parliament to rush it through in a matter of days, largely
due to the unnecessary prorogation of Parliament at the Prime
Minister’s choosing.

Honourable colleagues, I don’t know about you, but that really
troubles me.

I am repeatedly left with the impression that the Prime
Minister thinks Canada’s Parliament — the House and the
Senate — is his personal giant rubber-stamping machine rather
than chambers of debate, consideration and sober second thought.
It is regrettable that we do not have time to properly study and
potentially amend this bill if it’s needed, which we have done
effectively through our thorough committee work.

In his July announcement, the Prime Minister promised that,
“No one will be left behind,” but this legislation does not appear
to achieve that goal. After having their jobs taken away and their
businesses closed, many Canadians are very concerned about
whether they will qualify for assistance or not, whether they will
be able to return to work or not, whether they will be able to pay
their next rent payment or not and whether they will make it
through the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic or not.
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The repeated requests of business owners to see some of the
other programs revamped in order to be more effective have been
repeatedly ignored. The result is that many businesses are
teetering on the precipice of extinction right now. The Canada
Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance has come to an end, and
promises for an extended CEBA loan and CEWS programs may
take a long time to be implemented. In fact, businesses using
personal banking accounts are still unable to access the loan and,
as expressed by Minister Freeland, that it is complex.

If businesses do not make it, more Canadians will lose their
jobs and their livelihoods, and no government program will be
able to make up for that.

I agree that these emergency benefits are needed right now as
people are forced to navigate circumstances that are beyond their

control. But those benefits should be carefully examined, not
rushed through Parliament after the government has had months
to prepare.

I appreciate Ministers Qualtrough and Freeland for appearing
before Committee of the Whole today. However, there are still
questions left unanswered as to how this government will ensure
that the most vulnerable Canadians are supported through this
pandemic and how small businesses are supported during these
very challenging times to help our economic recovery sooner
than later.

Honourable senators, as I said, I will speak in more detail at
third reading. I will listen carefully to other statements that will
be part of this debate as well as what we will be doing at third
reading. Thank you.
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