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STATEMENT OF SUPPORT TO THE PEOPLE OF GAPYEONG COUNTY 

FROM CANADA 

“On behalf of the Senate of Canada and as Co-Chair of the Canada Korea 

Interparliamentary Friendship Group; as Grand Patron of the Korea Veterans Association 

of Canada Heritage Unit and on behalf of Canada’s veterans of the Korean War, their 

families and supporters across Canada, we extend our deepest condolences to the families 

of the victims of the recent flooding, and express sincere support to all those negatively 

impacted by the intense 11 days of endless rain that began earlier this month that 

devastated various communities and small towns.  

“We commend Korea and in particular, the County of Gapyeong, for their strength and 

resilience during this difficult time in an already challenging year due to the COVID-19 

pandemic crisis. Mayor Sungki Kim and the Gapyeong community have come together 

with the support of the Korean Government, volunteers, community leaders and many 

others who were ready to lend a helping hand. It is our understanding that in a show of 

incredible community spirit and efficiency, the clean up and rebuilding of affected areas 

are nearing completion. Mayor Kim and the officials leading the efforts are to be 

commended for their outstanding efforts.  

“Canada and Korea have and continue to share a deep friendship that was forged long ago 

when Canadian missionaries served and stood firmly in support of Korea’s independence 

from Japanese colonialism; then tens of thousands served and sacrificed their lives 70 

years ago on the waters, in the air, and on the battlefields of the Korean War, including 

the historic battle of Gapyeong. Our veterans of the Korean War share a deep love for 

Korea and her people, then and to this day. 

“Earlier this year, the government of Korea sent KE-94 masks to veterans of the Korean 

War in Canada and around the world, to ensure their protection and safety from the virus 

- a truly symbolic gesture of love and gratitude which really touched the hearts of our 

veterans. Upon hearing of the devasting floods in Gapyeong and Korea, our veterans 

conveyed their deep concern for the people’s safety and their readiness to once again stand 

with Korea to offer their support and love. 
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“We send these words of support to all of you, across the Pacific Ocean, from Canada. 

God bless you in your continued efforts; God bless Gapyeong County and the Republic 

of Korea.” 

 

Messages from Canada’s Veterans of the Korean War 

 

“On behalf of our members of the Korea Veterans Association of Canada, I send our 

support to our friends, the people of Gapyeong, at this difficult and challenging time as 

you recover from the floods and mud slides.  Our condolences on the loss of family 

members and friends and our encouragement to the volunteers and all who have worked 

so hard as you rebuild your beautiful community.  Our thoughts and prayers are with you.” 

~ Donald Sudden, President, Korea Veterans Association of Canada 

 

“I congratulate Mayor Sungki Kim and the people of Gapyeong who have made such a 

remarkably fast and thorough recovery from the recent devastating monsoons. I have long 

admired the resilient Korean people whose grace, amazing energy, and unfettered 

devotion to family and nation, are so well exemplified by the people of beautiful 

Gapyeong County. I have been privileged to climb the challenging hills and to view the 

rivers and the gorgeous flowers of the countryside. Were it possible, that is where I would 

choose to spend my retirement years, among the kind, sturdy Gapyeong people, who are 

the bedrock of an amazing nation.”  

~ Vincent Courtenay, Publisher of The Korean War Veteran; Recipient of South Korea’s 

Order of Civic Merit 
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