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SENATOR MARTIN’S CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE TO THE CLASS OF 

2020 
  

I wish to extend my sincere congratulations to the 2020 graduates across Canada. Your graduation 

is a day of celebration and one that marks a remarkable milestone in your life. For each and every 

one of you, the future is full of opportunities and choices to make. The time spent at school was 

just a fragment of time in your life, but by attaining your diploma or degree, it is the result of your 

hard work and dedication and something no one can ever take away from you.  
  
As you complete this leg of your life journey and prepare yourselves for the next, there may be 

moments of uncertainty or insecurity, especially as your graduation is taking place in the midst of 

a unique and challenging time in our collective history. When in doubt, may you take comfort in 

knowing that God is ever present and loved unconditionally. In fact, there is no wrong step forward 

and you don’t always need to have all the answers right away. Life is not static, but rather a 

continuum of experiences, where way leads to way. 
  
As a former teacher of 21 years and as a federal politician, I firmly believe that education is a vital 

factor to finding your career or niche and ultimately, fulfilling your divine destiny. Education 

enriches us with knowledge and various skills; and completion of higher education will allow you 

to contribute significantly to society. No matter what you choose to do, the education you have 

received will, without a doubt, give you a solid foundation and open doors to opportunities. 
  
Let me take a moment to also thank the administrators, teachers/professors and support staff of 

Canada’s educational institutions, for helping you reach this important milestone. I also wish to 

congratulate your parents, guardians, families and friends whose love and belief in you have made 

all the difference. As you prepare to take flight, they will be the wind beneath your wings… 
  
Once again, I commend you on your graduation and achievements. On behalf of the Senate of 

Canada, best wishes and God bless you.  
  

Sincerely,   

 

 

 

 

The Honourable Yonah Martin  

Deputy Leader of the Opposition in the Senate 


