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END OF SPRING PARLIAMENTARY SITTING 

  

OTTAWA, ON – On Friday, June 26, 2020, the Senate of Canada rose to end the 2020 

Spring Sitting.  As Deputy Leader of the Opposition in the Senate, Senator Martin worked 

closely with her Conservative Senate Caucus and her House colleagues as part of the 

National Caucus as Her Majesty’s Official Loyal Opposition to represent hard working 

Canadians from coast to coast to coast.  

  

“In Canada and around the world, we continue to face challenging times as we navigate 

our way through the COVID-19 pandemic and economic crisis.  As a nation, we have lost 

loved ones, suffered job losses, made difficult decisions to shut down our businesses in 

nearly every sector of the economy, and came face to face with mental health issues and 

growing anxiety as we continue to face unprecedented circumstances. Our front-line 

workers have proven themselves to be real-life superheroes who have courageously 

stepped forward into danger, against, becoming pillars of strength and stability for our 

nation. Our elders, including our veterans, remind us of what they have sacrificed for the 

greater good, and their legacy lives on in us. Together, we shall overcome.” - Senator 

Martin.  

  

Many constituents have reached out for assistance during this period of financial 

difficulties. In response to the needs of regional and national constituents, Senator Martin’s 

Office prepared comprehensive COVID-19 information packages about government 

programs and services; answered enquiries and intervened on files as needed; coordinated 

multiple virtual meetings and online events for various causes and purposes; and helped 

with delivery of PPEs to seniors, including veterans, in care or living independently.  

 

This year marks the start of the 70th anniversary of the Korean War years, and in honour 

of the service and sacrifices of Canadians in the Korean War, the 3-year Korean War 

Forgotten No More campaign was officially launched on June 25, 2020. From the start of 

the pandemic crisis, Sen. Martin’s Office began a weekly cross country check-up on the 

veterans; and supported the creation of the Meals for Veterans program in B.C., generously 

supported by charitable organizations and volunteers.  
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Over the past several months, the Prime Minister and his government have been granted 

extraordinary spending powers in order to help Canadians who lost employment and 

businesses that were forced to close their doors to stem the spread of COVID-19. Canadians 

deserve government support, in turn, so that they can re-open their shuttered doors and get 

back to the hard work they have always done. Tragically, the government failed to support 

the most vulnerable small family owned businesses for months. And with such 

extraordinary spending powers enacted in C-13, Parliamentary oversight and Opposition 

scrutiny are essential to ensure every tax payer dollar is accounted for. Instead, the Prime 

Minister shut down Parliament and the Finance Minister has yet to demonstrate 

transparency and show Canadians the exact numbers of Canada’s debt, which is ultimately 

the tax burden of generations of Canadians to come.  

  

In Sen. Martin’s final speech in the Senate Chamber on June 25, she highlighted her 

concerns, but concluded with these words:  

 

“We must support our small businesses, especially our mom and pop stores because they 

are the backbone of our economy. On the other side of this crisis, it will undoubtedly be 

the small businesses that put Canada back on the path to prosperity. I’m exasperated with 

their oversights and delays in the programs they have too hastly announced but too slowly 

implemented, resulting in the devastation of our economy. But in spite of my growing 

concerns of the debt we are burdening our children and several generations to follow, 

standing on the shoulders of those who have sacrificed so much before us, I know 

Canadians will continue to be incredibly resilient, selfless and courageous.” 

 

As the summer recess begins, Senator Martin and her dedicated staff will remain vigilant 

and work hard to serve to the best of their abilities. 
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