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AGREEMENT (CKFTA) 

  

  

OTTAWA, ON – The Honourable Yonah Martin, Deputy Leader of the Opposition in the 

Senate, along with His Excellency Maeng-ho Shin, Parliamentarians, Veterans of the 

Korean War, and members of the Korean Canadian Community and Diplomatic Corps, 

celebrate the 5th anniversary of the signing of the CKFTA.  

 

On Tuesday, February 18, 2020, Senator Martin along with the Embassy of the Republic 

of Korea, co-hosted a reception in the Senate of Canada Building to celebrate this important 

anniversary.  

 

The CKFTA agreement constitutes Canada’s first bilateral free trade agreement in the 

Asia-Pacific region, it has provided a gateway for strategic access to regional and global 

supply chains. The CKFTA has and will continue to strengthen trade and investment ties 

across the Pacific, increase opportunities and the prosperity of both countries, and increase 

people-to-people ties including collaboration, joint ventures and exchanges on various 

fronts. 

“We are standing on the firm foundation of Canada Korea relations that began with 

Canadian missionaries and scholars that served in Korea starting in 1888; and strengthened 

by the service and sacrifice of Canadians during the Korean War, and the tireless effort and 

sacrifice of the immigrant pioneers in Canada over the decades. Together, we have all 

contributed to this historic moment. United, we are stronger than ever before and will 

continue to ensure that Canada Korea bilateral relations and friendship flourishes long into 

the future,” said Senator Martin.  

 

“More attention, more collaboration, and more exchanges – from both sides – will be 

required if we are to build on the substantial progress that has already been made. Korea is 

hungry for more trade with Canada; and I believe Canada feels the same way. Thus, it is 
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my sincere hope that 5 years from now, on the 10th anniversary of the CKFTA, trade 

between Korea and Canada will have doubled,” said Ambassador Shin.  
 

On Wednesday, February 19, 2020, a special CKFTA roundtable took place in the Senate 

of Canada Building. Senator Martin, along with stakeholders and sector representatives 

met to discuss the successes of the CKFTA over the past 5 years and the vision for the 

years ahead.  
  
Participants took part in a roundtable discussion to not only share success stories but also 

identify the challenges, gaps and sticking points that businesses, communities and 

organizations have encountered since the implementation of the CKFTA. 
  
“Today’s discussions have allowed us to gather information and knowledge that will be 

beneficial as we continue to work together to strengthen the CKFTA and our bilateral 

relations,” said Senator Martin.  
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