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HISTORIC VISIT OF THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

AND THE AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA TO B.C. 

  
Vancouver, BC – Senator Yonah Martin, founding Co-Chair of the Canada-Bulgaria 

Parliamentary Friendship Group, Honorary Consul of Bulgaria in B.C. Ron Suh, and members of 

the B.C. Bulgarian community welcomed Mr. Georg Georgiev, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 

and Her Excellency Svetlana Stoycheva-Etropolski of Bulgaria to Vancouver this week.  

  

This is the first official visit of Bulgarian officials to British Columbia in the history of Canada-

Bulgaria relations. Prior to their arrival, the delegation first landed in Montreal on Sunday, January 

26th. In Montreal, the delegation held important stakeholder meetings with leaders of the Bulgarian 

community, Bulgarian language schools, business council members; and visited the Bulgarian 

church St Ivan Rilski. The delegation next travelled to Ottawa for bi-lateral meetings with Global 

Affairs officials.  

  

On January 29th, the delegation arrived at Vancouver International Airport and a welcome dinner 

was hosted by HC Ron Suh. The delegation had a full program which included high level meetings 

with Her Excellency Janet Austin, Lieutenant-Governor of BC and federal, provincial and 

municipal representatives to promote trade, investments and collaboration between the two 

countries. The multi-day program concluded with a community celebration with members of the 

Bulgarian community in BC. 

  

“I am extremely pleased to be back in Canada, two years after the liberalization of the visa regime 

for Bulgarian citizens, and at a time when the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement 

between the EU and Canada (CETA) is at the final stage of its ratification. Among the main 

purposes of my visit are deepening of bilateral, political and economic relations and intensifying 

cooperation between Bulgaria and the Canadian provinces in various fields of mutual interest. 

After the successful meetings held with representatives of the Bulgarian community in Montreal 

and Ottawa and the productive talks with representatives of the federal government, I have the 

opportunity to make a historic visit to Vancouver, which proves my country's readiness to further 



develop the bilateral relations with Canada, including at the provincial level. I want Canada to 

know more about Bulgaria and I will work to promote Canada in Bulgaria”.   

      ~Deputy Minister Georg Georgiev 

  

“The partnership between Bulgaria and Canada is built on shared values and interests. The visit of 

the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Georgiev, to Montreal, Ottawa and Vancouver 

allowed the two countries to further strengthen their bilateral relations; including in the trade and 

investment area, and to foster interests in the field of education and youth mobility. The numerous 

meetings held at the federal and provincial level were an opportunity to discuss Canada-Bulgaria 

cooperation on important bilateral, regional and global issues that impact people in both countries. 

Looking forward to many more years of friendship!”       

            ~ Her Excellency Svetlana Stoycheva-Etropolski 

  

“Be it people to people ties, trade and commerce, the history of Bulgarians in Canada dates back 

to the beginning of the Balkan War (1912-1913). Today, more than 30,000 Canadians are of 

Bulgarian origin contributing to our communities and strengthening our multicultural tapestry. The 

official visit of the Deputy Minister and Ambassador of Bulgaria to Vancouver was a memorable 

and historic visit that will be recorded in the annals of BC and Canadian history.”  

       ~ The Honourable Yonah Martin  
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