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NEW YEAR GREETINGS FROM THE HONOURABLE YONAH MARTIN 
  

On behalf of my family and staff, I wish you and yours a healthy and fruitful New Year. 

 

This past year was a historic year for our national Korean Canadian community with Nelly 

Shin becoming the first Korean Canadian Member of Parliament elected to the House of 

Commons in Canadian history. It was also an election that included a record high number 

of six candidates of Korean descent to seek federal office. These historic achievements in 

Canadian politics in a testament to the struggles and sacrifices of the 1st generation 

pioneers and the growing strength of our national community. 

 

As we look to the year ahead, it is with much excitement that on January 1st, 2020, we will 

celebrate the 5th Anniversary of the historic Canada-Korea Free Trade Agreement, which 

was and remains Canada’s first and only free trade agreement in Asia. Today, 95% of 

exports are tax free and Korea is now Canada’s 6th largest trading partner. 

 

On June 25th, the Korean diaspora will mark the 70th Anniversary of the outbreak of the 

Korean War, to begin 3 years of commemorations that will end on July 27, 2023. Together, 

we will ensure the legacy of all those who served and sacrificed their lives in the Korean 

War will be remembered and never forgotten. 

 

Lastly, on August 15, people of Korean descent around the world will gather to celebrate 

the 75th Anniversary of Korea’s Independence from Japanese colonialism. We will honour 

the people of Korea who stood bravely together against tyranny, and the thousands of 

martyrs who gave their lives in hopes of a liberated Korea beginning with the Independence 

Movement on March 1st, 1919. In Canada, we will also remember Canadian missionaries, 

including Dr. Francis Schofield (designated as the ‘34th patriot’ and buried in Korea’s 

national cemetery); 2020 is the 50th anniversary of his death. 
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I wish to acknowledge the leadership and dedication of all the community leaders and 

volunteers who have selflessly served and strengthened Canada’s multicultural tapestry. 

 

There is much to celebrate and commemorate in 2020, and my dedicated staff and I will 

continue to serve to the best of our abilities throughout this year and beyond. 

 

Please accept our best wishes for good health, happiness and prosperity throughout the 

year. 

 

Most sincerely, 

 
The Honourable Yonah Martin 

Deputy Leader of the Opposition in the Senate 

Co-Chair of Canda-Korea Interparliamentary Friendship Group  

 


