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LEST WE FORGET 
  

OTTAWA, ON – The Honourable Yonah Martin, Deputy Leader of the Official 

Opposition in the Senate, joined Canadians across Canada in honouring our beloved 

Veterans and men and women in uniform, past and present, during Veterans Week 2019. 
  
November 3rd marked the annual day of remembrance for “Animals in War Day”, as 

proclaimed by the Ottawa Mayor and Council. Since the day of its unveiling in 2012, the 

Animals in War memorial is an important reminder of the contribution of animals in 

Canada's war history, from transporting food, water and ammunition to detecting 

poisonous gas in the battle field. The late Lloyd Swick, a WWII and Korean War Veteran 

was the driving force and visionary of the Animals in War Dedication 

project.  The Animals in War monument that stands in Ottawa's Confederation Park is a 

part of Lloyd's legacy. 
  
On November 4th, the 22nd Annual Ceremony of Remembrance took place in the Senate 

Chamber. The Hon. Lawrence MacAulay laid a wreath on behalf of the Canadian 

government with members of the Canadian Armed Forces, Veterans and special guests in 

attendance. The somber event commemorated the 75th anniversary of D-Day and the 

75th anniversary of the Italian Campaign, one of the key events that led to the end of WWII. 
  
On November 10th, Ambassador Maeng-ho Shin, Hon. Lawrence MacAulay, Colonel 

Keunsik Moon, Senator Joseph Day, distinguished guests,  Korean War Veterans and their 

families gathered at Ottawa City Hall to “Turn Toward Busan" to remember the Canadian 

fallen who paid the ultimate sacrifice during the Korean War. This symbolic ceremony is 

timed with the Remembrance Day ceremony in Busan, Korea at the United Nations 

Memorial Cemetery to pay tribute to the nearly 400 Canadians who are laid to rest in the 

cemetery.  
  
BUSAN, KOREA – On November 11th, distinguished guests, dignitaries, and Veterans 

from around the world stood together for the Turn Toward Busan Ceremony at the United 

Nations Memorial Cemetery, to remember all those who served and sacrificed their lives 

during the Korean War. Vince Courtenay, a Korean War Veteran of Canada and the 
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initiator of Turn Toward Busan attended the ceremony with his wife; and was later 

presented with an honourary citizenship of Busan. 
  
NEW WESTMINSTER, BC – On November 4th, Senator Yonah Martin participated in 

the “No Stone Left Alone” New Westminster Ceremony at Fraser Cemetery with over 300 

students and guests in attendance. The annual event was organized by Hon. Col Karen 

Baker-MacGrotty and The Royal Westminster Regiment. During the ceremony, students 

laid poppies on the headstones of 450 military Veterans in honour and remembrance of 

their service to Canada. 
   
BURNABY/VANCOUVER, BC – On November 11th, Senator Yonah Martin attended 

Remembrance Day Ceremonies at the George Derby Long Term Care Centre and 

Chinatown Memorial Square in honour of those who served and continue to serve Canada 

across the nation and worldwide. She then joined Consul General Byung-Won Chung, 

dignitaries, Veterans, Burnaby Firefighters, and members of the regional Korean 

community in an annual Remembrance Day wreath-laying ceremony at the Ambassador 

of Peace Korean War Memorial. 
  
“Canada has always answered the call of duty. From World War I in the fields of Flanders, 

to the ridge at Vimy, Passchendaele and on the River Somme. From World War II, on the 

beaches on D-Day, in the hills at Monte Cassino and defending the life line to Europe 

during the Battle of the Atlantic. To the Korean War, when over 26,000 Canadians stood 

tall and stepped forward to defend the Republic of Korea. To the horrific attacks of 9/11, 

the battles in the valleys and hills around Kandahar in Afghanistan, and all of the Canadian 

Peacekeepers and those on NATO missions who continue to serve around the world. 

Millions of Canadians fought and sacrificed for our freedoms and many paid the ultimate 

sacrifice so that you and I, our children, grandchildren and their children could live without 

fear. 
  
“Looking ahead, 2020 will be the start of the 70th anniversary years of the Korean War. 

Today, at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, we stand united as Canadians in 

a moment of silence, proudly wearing our poppies to remember today, tomorrow and 

always the sacrifices of Canadians in the cause of peace and freedom.”   
  
We will remember them. Nous nous souviendrons d’eux. 
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