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Hon. Yonah Martin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, I rise today to pay tribute to a
parliamentarian of distinction, a fellow Bri tish Columbian and
my friend and colleague, the Honourable Richard Neufeld.

Senator Neufeld will officially retire from the Senate of Canada
on November 6, 2019.

His service in public office spans four decades. He served as a
councillor and as mayor of Fort Nelson and represented the
riding of Peace River North in the B.C. legislature. He was
Opposition Whip in the B.C. legislature and served as Minister of
Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources and managed other
portfolios and provincial cabinet committees over the course of 18
years.

In his own words, we understand how and why he has been able
to serve the good people he has represented with integrity and
unwavering commitment:

As a legislator, I’ve always believed in doing what is right,
not what is popular. I did not get involved in politics to win
a popularity contest. Rather, I’ve always strived to provide
the best leadership possible and defend the interests and
rights of Fred and Martha, your everyday Canadians.

Richard and I started our journey in the Senate chamber
together on Jan 26, 2009, as fellow B.C. senators, and shortly
thereafter as seatmates. I had known of Richard as a well-
respected B.C. politician and minister of the Crown. Little did I
know the journey we would experience together as senators and
the friendship we would forge in and out of this chamber.

As seatmates and as members of the same caucus for more than
a decade, I’ve gotten to know what is most important to him.
Above all, Richard is a devoted husband, father, grandfather and
great-grandfather. Today is all the more special that your wife
and best friend, Montana Currie, who has stood by your side all
these years, is present in our chamber. I also thank your amazing
children, Chantel, Nathan, Ryan and Kathryn, and grandchildren
and great-grandchildren, Faye, Bryson, Rylan, Jessy, Javion,
Connor, Tristan, Grady and Darby. Every time you speak of your
family, especially your three-year-old granddaughter, you burst
with pride and adoration. I thank each and every one of them for
sharing you with us over your decades of public service.

Colleague, thank you for your wisdom, leadership and, above
all, your friendship. I look forward to beginning our riding
adventures, you and Montana on your brand new Indian, and me
on the back of my husband, Doug’s, Harley. You will be greatly
missed and will always be a respected and cherished member of
our Conservative family and our Senate community.

8475


	cover-e
	debates_english

