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2019 Veterans Weekend in Ottawa to Commemorate the 66th Anniversary 

OTTAWA, ON – On June 22nd, Senator Yonah Martin's Office - in partnership with the Korean War 

Commemorative Committee (KWCC) and the generous support of Sae Eden Presbyterian Church (in Yongin, Korea) 

and the Embassy of the Republic of Korea - coordinated a special ceremony in the Senate Chamber to honour Korea 

War Veterans on the occasion of the upcoming 66th anniversary of the Korea War Armistice. The Hon. Yonah Martin 

and Ambassador Maeng-ho Shin delivered moving remarks during the ceremony on behalf of the Senate of Canada 

and the Republic of Korea, respectively. Following the ceremony, a dinner reception was held in the beautiful Senate 

Foyer. Nearly 140 Veterans and their families were in attendance alongside dignitaries and distinguished guests, 

including Admiral (Ret'd) Jong-Dae Kim and his wife on behalf of Sae Eden Church (who graciously provided 

accommodations for out-of-town Veterans for the weekend).  

On June 23rd, the Embassy of the Republic of Korea in partnership with the Korea Veterans Association and Veterans 

Affairs Canada, held a wreath-laying ceremony at the Monument to the Canadian Fallen and a ceremony of 

remembrance at the National War Memorial. Veterans of Canada and their families were joined by Senator Yonah 

Martin, Ambassador Maeng-ho Shin, MP Stéphane Lauzon, members of the diplomatic corps of the UN Allied 

Forces, members of the Canadian Armed Forces and leaders of the Korean communities across Canada. The 

commemoration concluded with a lunch reception at the Chateau Laurier hosted by the Embassy of the Republic of 

Korea.  

The 2019 Veterans Weekend also coincided with the gathering of the Federation of Korean Canadian Association as 

well as the annual Canada Korea Economic Forum on the Hill coordinated by the United Korean Commerce and 

Industry Association (UKCIA).  Senator Martin delivered a keynote speech to community leaders within the 

Federation; and welcomed both groups in the Senate Chamber.  

On June 25th, commemorative ceremonies will be taking place in various regions across Canada, in Korea and around 

the world. In BC, Senator Martin will attend the 69th anniversary wreath-laying ceremony followed by the 

annual Veterans Appreciation Luncheon hosted by Consul General of ROK in Vancouver, Byung-won Chung. 

“26, 791 were prepared to give up everything for something bigger than themselves; 516 laid down their lives for the 

sake of something greater. Without those brave men, living and dead, who consecrated the Land of the Morning 

Calm with their blood and tears, without their sacrifice, South Korea would not live so freely and prosper so greatly 

today…We will remember them. Nous nous souviendrons d'eux,” said Senator Yonah Martin.  
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