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Hon. Yonah Martin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, as I said, I will be brief. I feel it’s
important to add my voice to this debate as an urban Canadian
who has lived in Vancouver for more than four decades. I just
came from Creston, B.C., a rural part of my province where most
nights we were around a fire pit. I know there were gun owners
around the circle, gun enthusiasts like my husband and yet in this
community, people leave their doors open and there is a real sense
of community.

I don’t claim to be in any way an expert in firearms and all of
the rules and regulations already surrounding it, even before the
adoption of this bill, if that’s what we end up with as the outcome.
However, I felt that what was important for me to add to the
debate, as an urban Canadian who has never owned nor tried
a firearm, though I’m married to someone who is a bit of
a Kootenay boy at heart, even though he was born in Richmond,
B.C., and he and his friends at times go shooting at gun ranges.

As an educator of 21 years, I saw some of the gang violence and
the peer influence on some of these kids. I taught one of the
notorious Bacon brothers, who was the leader of a gang in the
Fraser Valley. He was shot outside a casino in B.C. I taught him
in Grade 11 when he was an impressionable young man. To think
about what happens to these kids. There is gang and gun violence
in my city, in the Metro Vancouver region. I know that when we
were in government one of the areas we focused on, including
what Senator Plett mentioned, was on prevention and money that
would be invested in youth to get them attached to things other
than this culture of violence.

I took a bit of the lead from Senator Petitclerc who, during the
Bill S-5 debate on the vaping bill, told me she had gone into these
places and met with people in the industry. Things were way ahead
and the science was still catching up and I remember saying I was
opposed to that bill, but I hadn’t done that kind of homework.
I thought with Bill C-71, this was going to be passionate. It has been
a passionate debate where I need to do that kind of homework.

I still have some remnants of what happened to us on the Hill
a few years ago, so the sound of gunfire really alarms me, but
I decided to go and do my homework. I went to the Ridgedale
Rod & Gun Club in Abbotsford, B.C., the home of these
notorious gang members. As well, in the Tri-Cities area, I went to
Port Coquitlam & District Hunting & Fishing Club, which has
become one of B.C.’s largest outdoor ranges serving both civilian
and government since 1956. For new members, they are required
to attend a four-hour mandatory class followed by a written
examination at the end and must achieve 90 per cent or above to
be successful.

Even though I am not a gun enthusiast — and I don’t know if
I will or not, but I don’t see myself trying a firearm in the near
future — I find even in the cities, there are people who have
licensed firearms and belong to these clubs. Sometimes it’s people
you don’t expect. When we talk about rural and urban Canada,
we can’t just assume that this is a rural issue or the gang violence
is an urban issue. I think this touches all Canadians across our
country.

What made an impression on me at these clubs is the respect
with which I was met by the members of the club, the kind of
research and homework that they had done to present me with
facts and evidence and other compelling examples. When I asked
Senator Pratte the question about the small business owners,
there were some examples. I won’t go into it again, but it dawned
on me as I was meeting these individuals that these law-abiding
Canadians, who are hunters or sport shooters, who possess these
firearms, are grandfathers and grandmothers, parents, business
owners, teachers, care workers. I have met these Canadians in the
overall process that we have undertaken.

As Senator Plett outlined, we have heard from a lot of
individuals. We have all received emails and phone calls. We’ve
stood to talk about why we support or do not support this bill.
I am going to say for the record the distinction that I’m making in
not supporting this bill.

I’m very disappointed that some of the good amendments were
not adopted so I’m going to say, for the record, that the distinction
I’m making in not supporting this bill is that I know that legislation
is a real blunt instrument at the best of times. What I see is the
difference between the gangs and gun violence and law-abiding,
taxpaying Canadians who are already so regulated and follow the
rules to the ‘‘T.’’ I saw the safety protocol and the respect with
which they interact with one another.

So in drawing that clear distinction, I do not feel this bill
achieves the aim outlined, and I do see how unfairly Canadians in
cities and in rural places will be overburdened yet again.

It doesn’t seem fair to me that this bill should achieve something
that I think all of us would oppose, which is to overburden a group
of Canadians who are doing their best to follow the law and take
all of the safety measures and courses to respect one another and
to respect the laws that we have in place already. Bill C-71 will, in
turn, add additional paperwork when they are already doing so
much.

I draw this distinction based on the homework that I have done
and the debate that has happened in this chamber. I do acknowledge
the incredible work of the committee, the sponsor, our critic and
everyone who has spoken.

I wanted to put on the record that I will be voting against
Bill C-71.
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