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STATEMENT ON THE 2019 LIBERAL BUDGET 

 

 

OTTAWA – ON, The Honourable Yonah Martin, Deputy Leader of the Opposition in the 

Senate, expressed concerns regarding the latest Liberal Budget titled “Investing in the 

Middle Class”, tabled in the House of Commons on Tuesday, March 19, 2019. 

 

“As expected, Budget 2019 will cost Canadian taxpayers more money and will continue 

the Liberal tradition of deficit spending that will further burden future generations. 

Breaking their 2015 campaign promise to ‘balance the budget by 2019’, the Trudeau 

government is now on track to record the three highest years of government program 

spending in Canadian history (outside of recessions or major wars). In what is clearly a 

short-sighted document to influence the ballot box in October, they are proposing to spend 

an additional $41 billion dollars this year, which will result in an estimated government 

debt total of $723 billion dollars. 

 

“Budget 2019 proposes to increase the Home Buyers’ Plan withdrawal limit to $35,000 for 

RRSP withdrawals after March 19, 2019 for first time home-buyers. As a Senator for BC, 

I am acutely conscious of the higher cost of living in many regions of the province. If we 

don’t lower the overall cost of living across Canada, especially for those living on a fixed 

or low income, it doesn’t matter how much you increase the limit; becoming a homeowner 

will be an unattainable dream. 

 

“Instead of introducing tax cuts that make life more affordable for those living on a fixed 

income, in two weeks the Liberal’s Carbon Tax will come into effect increasing the cost 

of gas, home heating and everyday essentials raising the overall cost of living for 

Canadians. There won’t be enough money left in the pockets of taxpayers to save up for a 

down payment on a house, plan for retirement, or send their children to college or 

university. A responsible government should be focused on helping Canadians by lowering 

their tax burden today rather than spending recklessly by borrowing from our children’s 

future. 
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“Budget 2019 also proposes to introduce legislation that would enhance the Guaranteed 

Income Supplement (GIS) earnings exemption (beginning in 2020), and to proactively 

enroll Canada Pension Plan contributors who are aged 70 or older, but who have not yet 

applied to receive their benefit. New Horizons for Seniors Program (a very successful 

program established by the previous Conservative government) will also see an increase in 

funding. 

  

“While these are positive changes, the Liberal government has failed to grasp the economic 

reality facing aging Canadians. Lowering the tax burden on seniors and the families who 

care for them will do more to support a comfortable retirement than allowing them to work 

more before their GIS is cut-off. 

 

“For the over 1.1 million small and medium size businesses (SMEs) in Canada, the tax 

picture in 2019 and beyond looks decidedly bleak.  98.4% of SMEs are small businesses 

who employ almost 8 million Canadians.  The taxes paid by SMEs and their employees 

fund federal budgets. So, it is unconscionable that this year’s budget once again fails to 

prioritize small and medium size businesses.  Instead, the Prime Minister and his Liberal 

government have saddled Canada’s number one employer with hundreds of millions in 

new EI costs rather than provide important tax relief that could be used to grow their 

business and add to Canadians' economic prosperity. 

  

“Prime Minister Trudeau is spending money and running greater deficits in hopes of 

covering up the corruption surrounding the SNC-Lavalin scandal which has engulfed his 

Liberal government. Make no mistake, this ‘election budget’ is about changing the channel 

on scandal and buying votes at the expense of our children’s future economic prosperity. 

  

“A responsible government should be focused on protecting our vulnerable populations 

while encouraging economic growth and building a more prosperous future for all 

Canadians from coast to coast to coast.” 
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