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VISITORS IN THE GALLERY

The Hon. the Speaker: Honourable senators, I wish to draw
your attention to the presence in the gallery of His Excellency
Maeng-Ho Shin, Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to
Canada, Colonel Chang Bae-Yoon, as well as members of the
Korean War Commemorative Committee and Korean
community leaders of Ottawa. They are the guests of the
Honourable Senator Martin.

On behalf of all honourable senators, I welcome you to the
Senate of Canada.

KOREA’S PROCLAMATION OF INDEPENDENCE

ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY

Hon. Yonah Martin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, on March 1, 1919, 33 Korean cultural
and religious leaders in Seoul read the Declaration of
Independence, marking the beginning of a historic and
courageous struggle by the Korean people for independence
from Japanese colonialism. It was the start of a movement that
would eventually see millions of Koreans stand up to their
oppressors and fight for freedom.

March 1, 2019, is the 100th anniversary of this independence
movement known as Samiljeol, a designated Day of
Remembrance to commemorate the brave patriots who led the
movement and to honour the thousands of lives that were lost. It
is also an opportunity to remember the millions of Korean people
who stood together against tyranny and oppression.

The movement generated unlikely martyrs and heroes. One
such martyr was Yoo Gwan Soon, a high school student who
spearheaded the independence movement in her hometown of
Cheonan, bravely mobilizing thousands of people. Yoo Gwan
Soon, whose spirit never capitulated, died in prison on
September 28, 1920, her body wracked with torture. She is
remembered as one of the most courageous of the 33 patriots of
the independence movement.

During this tumultuous time in Korea, Dr. Francis William
Schofield, a Canadian missionary, veterinarian and scholar, stood
in solidarity and support with the Korean people. Dr. Schofield
was well known for his activism and was a critic of Japanese
colonial rule in Korea. He provided conclusive evidence of
military oppression in Korea during this period and helped gain
international attention by documenting the March 1 movement.

Dr. Schofield is symbolic of the deep and enduring loyalty and
friendship between Canada and Korea, and Korea remembers
him as a 34th patriot, along with the other 33. He is the only
foreigner buried in the Korean National Cemetery in Seoul.

The dynamic Korea of today would not exist had it not been for
the love and activism of Canadian missionaries like Dr. Schofield
and the selfless sacrifices made by Canadian veterans of the
Korean War who fought for freedom and peace over 65 years
ago.

Honourable senators, I am honoured here today to stand in the
presence of Ambassador Maeng-Ho Shin and other leaders of the
community on the eve of the one-hundredth anniversary of
Samiljeol, and mark this historic day in this chamber for Canada
and Korea. Thank you.
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