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TRIBUTES

THE LATE HONOURABLE PIERRE DE BANÉ, P.C.

Hon. Yonah Martin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, I rise today to pay tribute to the late
Honourable Pierre De Bané, our former colleague and esteemed
dean of Parliament.

[English]

Born in Haïfa, Palestine, in 1938, our late colleague immigrated
to Canada at the age of 11 with his family. With a passion for law
and academics, he attended Laval University to study law and
was admitted to the Bar of Quebec in 1964. That same year, he
became a professor at the Laval University Law School and later
became a lawyer in Quebec City. He dedicated the early years of
his career to the law and upholding justice.

In 1967, he changed career paths and focused on his passion for
politics. He entered politics working for then-Minister of Justice,
the Honourable Pierre Elliott Trudeau. In 1968, he was elected as
a member of Parliament for the riding of Matane and then
Matane-Matapédia, becoming the first Canadian parliamentarian
of Arab descent. He proudly served his constituents for over
16 years and as a minister of the Crown in several portfolios.

[Translation]

In 1984, Pierre was appointed to the Senate of Canada where he
served Canadians in the upper chamber for 29 years as a senator.

[English]

There are many in this chamber who remember our former
colleague. Like me, the honourable colleagues who had begun
our Senate tenure in 2009 served with him and other senators
with much more experience and wisdom that comes only with
experience. I can only speak for myself about how overwhelming
it was to be appointed to this upper chamber, to be among some
of the sharpest minds and orators of our nation. What I
remember and appreciate most about our late colleague are his
words of encouragement spoken to me on various occasions, in
the reading room, in this chamber, in the halls of Centre Block,
words spoken with sincerity and kindness that I would have much
opportunity to do good work and leave my mark as a senator —
his words of such wisdom spoken with such kindness.

His words of encouragement stay with me as I think of him and
the impact that he left, not only in this chamber but on Parliament
Hill and in Canada.

At the time of his retirement in 2013, Pierre De Bané had
dedicated more than 45 years of parliamentary service in his
combined career in the two houses, making him truly the Dean of
Parliament, an honour befitting the late Pierre De Bané, who was
a true leader and mentor, a distinguished public servant for more
than half of his life.

He was also a devoted husband, father and grandfather. To his
beloved wife Elisabeth, his son Jean-Manuel and their family, I
hope that you will find peace in the love and memories you
shared. Though he is gone, his legacy lives on.

[Translation]

Honourable senators, please join me in bidding farewell to our
friend and esteemed colleague, the late Honourable Pierre
De Bané. May he rest in peace.
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