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Battle of Kapyong memorialized by 6.5 ton 

Kapyong Stone, shipped to Langley, British 

Columbia by Gapyeong County community 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two veterans who fought in the Battle of Kapyong in April, 1951 joined with 

Canada’s Senator Yonah Martin in Langley, British Columbia, when a 6.5 ton 

boulder from Kapyong, Korea was dedicated as a lasting memorial to the 

Canadians who served in that battle. They are (left) Ted Adye, Senator Martin, 

John Bishop, and John’s wife, Judy Bishop. 



Kapyong (now spelled Gapyeong) is a very small city some 60 miles north by 

northwest out of Seoul. In April, 1951 the 27th Commonwealth Brigade blocked 

the advance units of two Chinese Divisions which were bent on reaching the 

crossroads at scenic Chungchong.  

From there it would be a rush down the unpaved highway to Seoul, at least in 

theory. U.S. reserve forces, included massive artillery and fighter bombers that had 

complete air mastery could have decimated the units on open ground. Yet many of 

the rear force units, including logistical bases, would have to be rolled back from 

the field of battle.  

To reach the Canadian, Australian, British, New Zealand and American defenders 

of the Kapyong River Valley the Chinese units in the spring offensive had marched 

40 miles. This after savage battles with Republic of Korea units. They had 

outpaced their supply source, were fatigued and had no artillery support to 

conclude the drive.  

But their infantry were many and vastly outnumbered the 2nd Battalion, Princess 

Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry (PPCLI), which held blocking positions on the 

west side of the Kapyong River valley, and the 3rd Battalion, the Royal Australian 

Regiment (RAR), which held key hills on the eastern side. 

The 1st Battalion of the Middlesex Regiment, ready to depart after nearly a year of 

hard service in Korea, held reserve positions, but also entered the battle to assist 

the RAR. Subunits of the Middlesex also had charged forward to rescue and 

safeguard the guns of the Royal New Zealand Artillery’s 16th Field Regiment far 

to the south.  

The New Zealand gunners had been supporting elements of a Republic of Korea 

Army Division. It had been hit and broken by massive enemy attacks. The ROK 

Army units fought ferociously but had lost all communications.  

While the ROK units were demeaned for not holding, they had launched 

counterattacks where possible, trying to contain the enemy breakthrough. 



 

Some of the dignitaries involved in procuring and in the late January dedication of 

the Kapyong Stone pose with the monument in Langley, British Columbia. The 6.5 

ton boulder was shipped from Gapyeong (Kapyong) County as a memorial tribute 

from the people of Gapyeong City and County. Shown are (from left) Michael 

Chang, a leading figure on the Gapyeong Memorial Stone Committee; Member of 

Parliament Kenneth Hardie; Senator Yonah Martin, deputy leader of the official 

opposition in the Canadian Senate; Mayor of Langley Township Jack Froese; 

Gapyeong County Mayor Sungki Kim; Korean Consul General Byung-won 

Chung; committee member Jung-soon Kwon; and Steve Lee, president of the 

(ROK) Korean Veterans Association, Canada.  

  

The RAR was first to come under attack in the Kapyong River Valley. The 

battalion suffered huge casualties during two days and nights of tenacious close 

quarter fighting. They made a company-by-company fighting withdrawal when 

their ammunition, food and medical supplies were expended.  



Prisoners of war were made to help carry their weapons, and some of the 

casualties. Supporting tanks from a company of the U.S. Army’s 72nd Heavy Tank 

Battalion (Sherman tanks) brought out most of the wounded during daylight hours, 

before the withdrawal got underway. 

The PPCLI came under attack at night as the RAR was withdrawing. First their B 

Company, on a position nearest the Kapyong River and the road to Chungchon, 

was attacked in a series of section assaults. The enemy focused on a single, 

isolated platoon which was defending a jutting finger of ground from the main hill. 

With its ammunition depleted and several casualties, and under constant attack, the 

platoon eventually withdrew to the company headquarters area. 

The company commander kept the enemy at bay by skillful direction of allied 

artillery fire on forming up positions. Artillery support was provided by the 

beleaguered New Zealand 16th Field Regiment, which had been under attack and 

surrounded further north and had charged south to set up its guns.  

Eventually, when U.S. artillery units raced to the battle area to set up their guns, 

they put enormous fire on the enemy. 

While B Company was still under siege the battalion’s mortar platoon won a 

decisive victory against a reinforced enemy company of some 200 soldiers. They 

had circumvented the B Company hill and were advancing on the battalion’s 

tactical headquarters. 

However, the PPCLI mortar teams were well positioned close to the B Company 

hill. Under direction of Lt. Hubert Gray, the baseplate officer, they trained the .50 

caliber heavy machineguns of their halftracks on the advancing enemy. 

When Gray gave the order, the devastating fire stopped the attack. The enemy 

soldiers not killed or wounded broke and fled.  

Captain Hubert Gray died in Calgary, Alberta, in December, 2018. He had lived a 

good life as parent and investment banker. He had written a definitive account of 

the Battle of Kapyong in his well received book, Beyond The Danger Close. 

The PPCLI also fired on a large enemy force that was wading across the river. 

Artillery was also directed on the river crossing area. The PPCLI thought the large 

unit was crossing to attack. It was learned that the enemy force erroneously 

thought the withdrawing Australians were going to cross the river, and planned to 

cut them off. PPCLI snipers would count more than 60 dead enemy soldiers in the 

water the next morning. 



 

Korean War Veteran William Newton discusses the Kapyong Stone with 

Gapyeong County Mayor Sungki Kim. Newton served in Korea in the Royal 

Canadian Army Medical Corps, attached to the 1st and 3rd Battalions of Princess 

Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. In November, 1952, he was the medical 

corporal for C Company when it assisted the British Black Watch in a 

counterattack on the Hook position. He treated many casualties from his own 

company, the Black Watch, and from the Korean Service Corps. He saved the life 

of Corporal Charles Pond who had lost both legs when wounded by a mortar 

bomb. Newton was awarded a Mentioned in Dispatches decoration for that service. 

Later, as a sergeant, he commanded the casualty clearing post that served the 3rd 

Battalion of The Royal Canadian Regiment when it was attacked on Hill 182 in 

May, 1953. He treated dozens of casualties and at one point had five casualty laden 

helicopters in the air. His commander recommended him for a second Mentioned 

in Dispatches, but Newton asked instead to be awarded the coveted Queen 

Elizabeth II Coronation Medal. Among those whose wounds he treated on the 

Hook was 16-year-old Claude Petit, who would become heavyweight boxing 

champion of the Canadian Army and the Commonwealth Tri-service heavyweight 

champion. In later years he would be the president of Canada’s National 



Aboriginal Veterans Association, and raise more than a million dollars for the 

Aboriginal Veterans Monument that is sited in Confederation Park in Canada’s 

capital of Ottawa. He would be awarded the Order of Canada and the 

Saskatchewan Order of Merit for his philanthropic work. 

Shortly after midnight a major assault was launched against the PPCLI’s D 

Company on the massive Hill 677 position. The attacks hit at all three platoons. 

One of them was successful in overcoming the supporting machinegun pit of 11 

platoon and overrunning its area. Both soldiers operating the Vickers machinegun 

were killed at their post. 

The D Company commander ordered the New Zealand artillery to fire directly on 

his own position to supress the attack. At dawn, a patrol from C Company made a 

sweep of the area to drive out any of the remaining enemy. 

The PPCLI had been cut off from other units for a few hours. Ammunition and 

other supplies were air dropped by “flying boxcars” that flew to the position from 

an airbase in Japan. 

Having stemmed the enemy advance on the west side of the valley, the PPCLI was 

relieved by a unit of the U.S. 5th Cavalry Regiment. Other 5th Cavalry units 

mounted attacks on the positions the RAR had vacated on the eastern side of the 

valley. They were stubbornly resisted and sustained many casualties.  

Eventually the U.S. forces were in full control of the field and began rolling back 

the enemy, taking huge numbers of prisoners.  

The Royal Canadian Regiment, the Royal 22e Regiment, a battalion of the Royal 

Canadian Horse Artillery, a squadron of tanks of the Lord Strathcona’s Horse 

(Royal Canadians) arrived a few weeks later. The fully reconstituted 25th 

Canadian Infantry Brigade, including the PPCLI 2nd Battalion which was now a 

veteran to the fighting, joined in pursuing the enemy to positions along the 

Jamestown Line, near the 38th Parallel. 

The war would end two years later with allied units in most of those same 

positions. The massive Chinese armies were never able to mount another all out 

offensive. 

The Chinese army commanders agreed to hold armistice talks in September. They 

would use the lull in the fighting to entrench, deepen their front line and bring in 

large numbers of artillery pieces. 



The talks would break down and when resumed would carry on needlessly while 

the two sides haggled, until July 27, 1953. 

The PPCLI, RAR and A Company of the U.S. 72nd Heavy Tank Battalion were 

awarded the U.S. Presidential Citation for stemming the enemy advance at 

Kapyong.  

Left out was the New Zealand Field Regiment. However, the unit was awarded the 

Republic of Korea Presidential Citation for its work supporting the ROK Division, 

as well as for its unflagging support of all units once it was resituated in the 

Kapyong battle area. 

  

  

 



Officials presented dedication remarks beneath a shelter during a dismal rain and 

sleet, which did nothing to dampen the proceedings at Langley. When he spoke, 

Langley Mayor Jack Froese commented that, “This is a very special day for our 

community and our country. 

“The bravery and tenacity shown by Canadian soldiers in the momentous Battle of 

Kapyong affected the course of history, and the important role Canada played in 

the Korean War forged a unique bond between our two countries. 

“The Korean War is sometimes called ‘the Forgotten War,’ but we have not 

forgotten. The people of South Korea have not forgotten. 

“The Kapyong Stone will stand as a permanent reminder of the valour shown by 

the Canadian soldiers and those of other UN countries who fought for peace and 

security in that area of the world, and as a symbol of appreciation and goodwill.” 

   

Most of the soldiers who fought there are now gone. In Canada there are very few 

of the original PPCLI 2nd Battalion surviving.  

Only two of them, John Bishop and Ted Adye, both of whom had served in A 

Company, were present in late January when the huge Kapyong Stone was 

dedicated on Canada’s west coast in Langley, British Columbia.  

They were joined there by other Korean War Veterans and veterans who had 

served in Vietnam and on other deployments. 

John Bishop, who resides in Victoria, British Columbia, had a remarkable military 

career. He had joined Canada’s Special Force for Korea at age 21 in August, 1950. 

He fought at Kapyong as a corporal in A Company, but retired from the Canadian 

Army as a lieutenant colonel. 

After his service in Korea he attended Officer Candidate School and was 

commissioned. His career as a Patricia officer was notable.  

He once commanded the Canadian Forces infantry school in Nova Scotia, served 

on the UN Peace mission in Pakistan, served as a UN Observer in Vietnam, and for 

three years was the Canadian Defence Attache in Seoul. 

He had written a book about his early service entitled, “The King’s Bishop.” 



 

Republic of Korea veterans of the Korean War enjoy a celebratory dinner 

following dedication of the Kapyong Stone in Langley, British Columbia. Below, 

some of their Canadian veteran counterparts enjoy themselves at an adjoining 

table. Their Canadian comrade counterparts do the same at an adjacent table (photo 

below). Veterans wearing green blazers are members of the Korea Veterans 

Association of Canada.  

 

 

 


