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UNSUNG HEROES OF CANADA AND KOREA

Hon. Yonah Martin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): “Greater
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends.” John 15:13.

It is Dr. Gale’s revised King James version and his English-
Korean dictionary that filled my father’s heart with such promise
and hope, even as a young lad oppressed during colonial rule and
made to feel inferior because of his ethnicity, and allowed him to
hold fast to his dreams.

Honourable senators, 2018 is the one hundred and thirtieth
anniversary of the first of these unsung heroes of Canada to set
foot in Korea. March 1, 2019, will be the one hundredth
anniversary of the independence movement of the Korean people,
who took to the streets on that fateful day, resulting in the deaths
of thousands of peaceful protesters.

Dr. Francis Schofield, a Canadian who risked his life to
document, through photographs and writings, what happened on
that day and in the weeks that followed, is the only foreigner
buried in the national cemetery, as the thirty-fourth patriot of
Korea.

Honourable senators, 2018 also marked the sixty-fifth
anniversary of the Korean War armistice and the fifth Korean
War Veterans Day, as enacted in 2013, unanimously supported in

this chamber and in the other place. We did so because it was six
decades overdue to recognize Canada’s unsung heroes of the
Korean War and their immeasurable service and sacrifice.
Through their unending love for Korea and all her people,
there is hope for peace on the Korean Peninsula and the
fulfillment of my father’s dreams.

Today’s Korea, and our robust bilateral relationship in its fifty-
fifth anniversary year, is a testament to the service and sacrifice of
Canadians in Korea, laying down their lives for perfect strangers,
like my parents and their contemporaries, some of whom are
present in our chamber today, and their descendants, like me and
others present as well. We owe them a debt of gratitude for all of
our lives and for what Korea is today.

Since the historic implementation of the Canada-Korea Free
Trade Agreement on January 1, 2015, Canadian exports to Korea
have increased more than 35 per cent, to $5.3 billion in 2017.

Under the capable leadership of Ambassador Maeng-ho Shin,
with the dedicated support of the national Korean-Canadian
community and its leaders, 2019 and the future is brighter indeed.

Honourable senators, please join me in recognizing our unsung
heroes of the Korean War and the unsung heroes of the national
Korean community across Canada. Thank you. Gumsahumneeda.
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