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Wednesday, December 5, 2018

THE HONOURABLE BETTY UNGER

INQUIRY—DEBATE CONCLUDED

On the Order:

Resuming debate on the inquiry of the Honourable
Senator Martin, calling the attention of the Senate to the
career of the Honourable Senator Unger.

Hon. Yonah Martin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, I rise today to pay tribute to our former
colleague, the Honourable Senator Betty Unger, who retired from
the Senate of Canada on August 20, 2018. Prior to entering
politics, Betty dedicated her life to helping others as a registered
nurse and founded and operated a successful Alberta nursing
services company with offices located in Edmonton, Red Deer
and Calgary.

After 25 years of service, Betty sold her company but continued
to give back to her community through her work on several
provincial and community boards, including the Western
Catholic Reporter, the Greater Edmonton Foundation, the
finance and administration committee of St. Joseph’s Basilica
and as a long-time member and supporter of the Catholic
Women’s League.

In regard to her political career, Betty first ran in 2000 as the
Canadian Alliance candidate in Edmonton West, winning on
election day only to be narrowly defeated, once all the votes were
counted, by Anne McLellan, who went on to become a minister.

Betty was then elected by the people of Alberta in the 2004
Senate nominee election, becoming the first Albertan woman to
be elected as a senator in waiting. On January 6, 2012, then Prime
Minister Stephen Harper appointed Betty Unger to the Senate of
Canada to represent her province of Alberta.

As a senator, Betty worked tirelessly, advocating on important
bills and issues, representing Albertans and Canadians as a
dedicated member of our Conservative caucus and on various
committees.

On a personal level, as deputy leader of our caucus, I have had
opportunities to work closely with nearly every colleague in my
group, including Betty Unger, on bills, motions or issues close to
their hearts. What I can say about our former colleague is that she
is a woman of strong faith who fiercely defended Alberta’s
interests and upheld principles with conviction. Her strength was
truly put to the test when, towards the end of her Senate tenure,
she lost not one but two brothers within the span of a week. Even
in the face of such grief, I know she was thinking of us and would
have wanted to be here— I did feel her presence— as we debated
the marijuana legislation, which she fiercely opposed. We missed
her then and her absence is felt to this day.

Honourable senators, please join me in remembering our
former colleague and in sending Betty and her family best
wishes and good health as her journey continues in her retirement.

Hon. Senators: Hear, hear.
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