
Debates of the Senate

1st SESSION . 42nd PARLIAMENT . VOLUME 150 . NUMBER 261

KINDNESS WEEK BILL

THIRD READING—DEBATE CONTINUED

Speech by:

The Honourable Yonah Martin

Tuesday, December 11, 2018



THE SENATE

Tuesday, December 11, 2018

KINDNESS WEEK BILL

THIRD READING—DEBATE CONTINUED

On the Order:

Resuming debate on the motion of the Honourable
Senator Munson, seconded by the Honourable Senator
Mercer, for the third reading of Bill S-244, An Act
respecting Kindness Week.

Hon. Yonah Martin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, I rise today to speak to Bill S-244, An
Act respecting Kindness Week at third reading. I would like to
thank Senator Jim Munson again for bringing the bill forward
and inspiring a heartfelt debate in this chamber.

As the official critic of this bill, I will put on the record several
concerns and some personal thoughts.

First, some have argued that there are already too many
designated days and weeks on our calendar. Kindness week is yet
another designation that would make people weary and
potentially elicit apathy or indifference rather than compassion
and inspiration.

Another concern is redundancy. There are existing local,
national and international movements that promote acts of
kindness, such as random acts of kindness week in Alberta and
real acts of caring week in British Columbia.

Should this bill receive Royal Assent, I hope the proposed
kindness week, as enacted in the bill will connect, add and
enhance what is already being done in our country, rather than
compete, overshadow or disregard existing traditions. Overall,
though, I stand in support of this bill that encourages acts of
kindness and volunteerism as is the Canadian tradition.

A well-known example which has resurfaced on the Internet in
the recent months is the CBC documentary featuring Operation
Yellow Ribbon in 2001. When the U.S. airspace became
gridlocked soon after the 9/11 attacks, Canadians came together
and welcomed 239 U.S.-bound flights with 33,000 passengers at
17 different airports, particularly the Gander International
Airport in Newfoundland and Labrador, which was the first
North American airport on the transatlantic route, took in 38
aircraft with 6,600 passengers and crew.

The population of Gander at the time was fewer than 10,000
people. Despite the limited people and resources available in this
small town, more than half the town’s population rushed to the
airport to provide necessary assistance to the perfect strangers on
the planes. Bus drivers who were on strike put down their picket
signs to transport the thousands of lost travellers. Pharmacists
worked around the clock to provide prescription medications to
the passengers in need. Locals opened their homes and
community spaces to shelter every single passenger. Not only in
Gander but all across Canada communities stepped up to house
and feed those thousands of passengers for days that followed.

It’s no wonder this nationwide act of kindness resonates in all
of our hearts as Canadians.

On a more personal note, when I hear the word “kindness,” I’m
reminded of the legacy of compassion and selfless love that
Canadians have passed on to the people of Korean descent
around the world that began with the first Canadian missionary
to set foot on Korean soil in 1888, 130 years ago.

The effect of such kindness: South Korea has since become a
generous donor, sending more than $2 billion in aid to the
neediest countries in the world and a sovereign country that sends
out more missionaries than Canada, second only to the United
States.

This phenomenon of paying it forward is something that I
witnessed in Montreal quite recently at a Korean church called
Hosanna Church. Not only are they sending missionaries, but as
ethnic Koreans living in Montreal, where they have the
opportunity to learn French, they realized that missionaries
needed to be sent to French-speaking francophone countries in
Africa. Their mission is focused on serving that need because they
are Korean-Canadians in Quebec. It’s a wonderful effect of
paying it forward.

This year also marks the sixty-fifth anniversary of the Korean
War Armistice. You have heard me speak many times about the
incredible service and sacrifice of Canadians in Korea during the
Korean war, which allows me to be here today.

As we look around this beautiful chamber that we will soon
have to say goodbye to — temporarily, but we know that at least
for a decade— the paintings on the walls of the Senate remind us
of our shared history as Canadians that we have inherited legacies
of all those who have served and sacrificed so that we may live
freely as we do today and enjoy the opportunities as well. It is in
this spirit of serving and giving that I support the adoption of this
bill.

In the words of Aesop: No act of kindness, no matter how
small, is ever wasted. Now during this season of hope, peace, joy
and kindness, I will stand with my colleague and sponsor of the
bill, Senator Jim Munson, and urge all honourable senators to do
the same.

The Hon. the Speaker: Are senators ready for the question?

Some Hon. Senators: Question.

The Hon. the Speaker: Is it your pleasure, honourable senators,
to adopt the motion?

Hon. Senators: Agreed.

(Motion agreed to and bill read third time and passed.)

7297




