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[Translation]

THE LATE MAJOR-GENERAL (RETIRED)
HERBERT C. PITTS, M.C., C.D.

Hon. Yonah Martin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, I rise today to pay tribute to our Korean
War heroes, and more particularly to the legendary Major-
General Herbert C. Pitts, who recently passed away.

[English]

More than 27,000 Canadian heroes of the Korean War stepped
forward when the need arose, from all walks of life, from all
corners of our country. What distinguished the Canadians from
the Americans, the Brits, the Scots, the Aussies and the Kiwis and
all of the other combat forces was that every Canadian
volunteered their service, 516 making the ultimate sacrifice.

The late Major-General Pitts is the highest decorated of them,
whose military service and achievements spanned more than three
decades.

In 1952, upon graduation from the Royal Military College,
Herb became a Second Lieutenant with the Lord Strathcona’s
Horse (Royal Canadians). Within six weeks, he was deployed to
Korea and was assigned to the 1st Battalion, Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry as a Platoon Commander. Before his
first year of frontline service was complete, he was awarded the
Military Cross for gallantry and leadership in action.

In 1954, he then joined the 1st Battalion of the Queen’s Own
Rifles of Canada. In 1962, he was promoted to Major and joined
the 2nd Battalion, QOR in Calgary. Over the decades of service
and leadership in the army, he rose to the rank of Brigadier-
General in 1973 and eventually served as Major-General in
various capacities until his retirement in 1978.

I had the privilege of visiting and getting to know the Major-
General for a number of years. Even as illness and age attacked
his body and restricted his mobility, his sharp mind, spirit and
dignity remained completely intact. I can still remember attending
an annual gala dinner for the Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada
Association in Victoria, B.C. The moment he entered the room,
there was instant and undivided attention to the Major-General
as the entire room rose to demonstrate their respect. Their
admiration and reverence were palpable throughout the evening.

Major-General Pitts was also a great leader of many
philanthropic causes, including decades of tireless work as the
National Commissioner of Scouts Canada, an organization near
and dear to his heart. I am also aware of his contributions which
helped establish the Korea War veterans’ Wall of Remembrance,
a national memorial in Brampton, Ontario, where the annual
Korean War Veterans Day commemorative ceremony takes
place. Above all, he was a loving father, a devoted husband to
his wife and best friend Marianne.

[Translation]

On behalf of the Senate of Canada, I would like to offer my
deepest condolences to Marianne, to Major-General Pitts’ family
and his extended military family. Although he is no longer with
us, his remarkable contribution will live on.

[English]

Please join me in taking a moment to honour the late Major-
General Herbert C. Pitts and the brave heroes of the Korean War.
Let us remember Canadians, past and present, who have and
continue to serve in uniform in defence of peace and freedom for
people of our world. Merci.
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