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Hon. Yonah Martin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, I rise today on the occasion of the
mid-autumn festival and Chuseok, Korean Thanksgiving, which
was celebrated September 23 to 25 by Canadians of Asian descent
from coast to coast to coast. Fourteen countries in East and
Southeast Asia, including Korea, China, Vietnam and Singapore,
celebrate this annual holiday season with family, friends and
community. Each fifteenth day of the eighth month on the lunar
calendar, people rejoice in the year’s plentiful harvest and
remember their ancestors, who worked diligently in hopes of
bettering the lives of their descendants to follow.

In China, Taiwan and Singapore, the mid-autumn festival is
an occasion for families to gather together to light colourful
lanterns, eat moon cakes and drink tea while admiring the fullness
of the moon in the night sky. The moon, which is the fullest and
brightest at this time of year, represents harmony and unity
of family.

In Vietnam, the festival is a celebration of the happiness and joy
that children bring to families. Along with sharing a meal
together, Vietnamese people light star lanterns that represent the
purity and light in each child.

In Korea, many members travel distances to celebrate
Chuseok by giving thanks to their ancestors, sharing stories and
eating traditional foods, such as songpyeon, a colourful rice
cake with sweet fillings; a variety of jeon, mini pancakes made
with vegetables, seafood and other tasty ingredients; Korean
pear-apples, sweet and juicy, some as big and round as five-pin
bowling balls; and more.

On Sunday, September 23, the first day of Chuseok, I decided
to serve some of the traditional foods with roasted chicken
and all the trimmings of a Thanksgiving turkey dinner to my
blended, modern Canadian Korean family. Although traditions
differ in each country, there is an overarching theme of family
and giving thanks.

Honourable senators, I wanted to highlight this important
pan-Asian tradition in our chamber and underscore the valuable
contributions made by Canada’s diverse and vibrant Asian
communities. Though there are distinct differences in traditions,
it is the shared sense of family values that all Canadians treasure
that makes our multicultural tapestry vibrant and strong.
God bless the people of Canada. Thank you. Kamsahamnida.
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