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Hon. Yonah Martin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, I rise today to pay tribute to our colleague
and my dear friend, Senator Anne Cools.

Appointed to the Senate in 1984, she has witnessed and shaped
Canada’s history as a parliamentarian for over three decades.
A dedicated public servant, a strong advocate for social justice
and a champion of family rights, her many accomplishments are
an example of what it truly means to be a profound leader.

Being appointed as the first Black Canadian senator and the
first Black female senator is an accomplishment that defines
Senator Cools’ legacy, but not only that, the legacy she leaves
behind encompasses all the memorable work she has done and
championed on behalf of all Canadians throughout her tenure.

Senator Cools has made an indelible impact in the field of
domestic and family violence, founding one of Canada’s first
battered women’s shelters, Women in Transition Inc., in 1974. She
has become a national inspiration for all women. In Parliament,
she was instrumental in the establishment of the Special Joint
Committee on Child Custody and Access in 1998, leaving a legacy
of love and hope for children across Canada.

Senator Cools’ commitment to upholding the system of
responsible government and her efforts to protect the institution
of our Westminster-style Parliament show her love for our

nation, our Constitution and our distinct history. She at times
single-handedly ensured that nothing in the chamber would
progress in violation of Canada’s Constitution, and if it did, she
was ever ready to stand up and defend it.

Senator, on a very personal note, I’m not sure what we will do
without you. I think we all are wondering what the Senate of
Canada will be without Anne Cools. We had a very special
connection from the very beginning with your genuine affection
towards me, your caring and concern and your willingness to
impart institutional memory and knowledge and wisdom that
would be helpful to the work that I do, and— I know others have
also said this of you — you have been a very important mentor.

I enjoyed our chats in your office surrounded by your volumes
of texts that you would pore over in the statements that you made
in this chamber that had such breadth and depth of information
and now are recorded for all to learn from.

So your commitment is unparalleled, senator, and we really
admire you for that. It’s a true honour for me to pay tribute to
someone who has enlightened and mentored almost all of us
sitting in this chamber today.

I also wish to thank your family for sharing you with us all
these years and for allowing all Canadians to benefit from your
exemplary service throughout your Senate tenure.

God bless you and your family wherever you go and into the
world to shine your light and share your wisdom all throughout
this land.
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