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CANADA BULGARIA PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP GROUP 

CELEBRATES BULGARIA’S BULGARIA DAY ON THE HILL 

  
OTTAWA, ON – On the occasion of The National Day of the Republic of Bulgaria and the 

Bulgarian Presidency of the Council of the European Union, The Canada Bulgaria Parliamentary 

Friendship Group in partnership with the Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Bulgarian 

Community of the National Capital Region co-hosted a special event yesterday on Parliament Hill. 

The event on March 1st was well attended by over 150 guests including all Parliamentarians and 

members of the national Bulgarian community from coast to coast.  

 

The event began with a special screening about Bulgaria and portrayed an exhibition about the 

salvation of Bulgarian Jews during World War II. Speeches were delivered by The Honourable 

Senator Yonah Martin (Co-chair of CBPFG), Her Excellency Svetlana Stoicheva-Etropolski 

(Charge D’Affairs of the Republic of Bulgaria) and Dr. Anton Minkov (President of the Bulgarian 

Community in Ottawa), ending with video greetings from all Bulgarian communities in Canada. 

The second portion of the evening included a special violin-piano duet, Bulgarian Folk dance, song 

and music, along with a taste of Bulgarian dishes.  

 

“In the first half of 2018 when Bulgaria is holding the Presidency of the Council of the European 

Union, the Bulgarian Embassy in Ottawa is excited to celebrate Bulgarian culture on Parliament 

Hill. We are grateful to the Canada-Bulgaria Parliamentary Friendship Group for supporting our 

efforts in encouraging cultural expression and for the unique opportunity the event provides for 

our guests to discover our rich cultural heritage, to connect with the Bulgarian community in 

Canada and to open new spaces for encounter.” – Her Excellency Svetlana Stoycheva-Etropolski 

 

 “Today, more than 30,000 Canadians can trace their roots back to Bulgaria and together, across 

Canada, we celebrate The Republic of Bulgaria’s National Foundation Day and the Bulgarian 

Presidency of the Council of the European Union. During this milestone year, may our strong 

people to people ties bring to the fore stronger Canada-Bulgaria bilateral relations in the years 

ahead.” – The Hon. Yonah Martin  

 

“As Co-Chair of the Canada-Bulgaria Friendship Group, it is my privilege to welcome the 

Bulgarian delegates to Ottawa for Bulgaria Day on the Hill to showcase their rich history, culture, 

and traditions with Canadians. May I also express my congratulations as Bulgaria shares their 

motto “United We Stand Strong” with Europe and the world during the first Bulgarian Presidency 



of the Council of the European Union. May I wish Bulgaria every success during their term.” – 

MP Joe Peschisolido. 
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