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REMEMBRANCE DAY

Hon. Yonah Martin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, next week is one of the most important
and solemn weeks we commemorate on our national calendar. It
is Veterans’ Week and Remembrance Day.

Canadians have long answered the call of our nation; it is
echoed in our national anthem; it is depicted in countless
memorials that dot villages, towns and cities from coast to
coast to coast; it surrounds us on the walls of this solemn
chamber; and it is interwoven throughout the narrative of the
‘‘True North, strong and free.’’

Indeed, it is that last word, ‘‘free,’’ that demands from time to
time the sacrifice of Canadians. We have never shirked from that
sacrifice.

When king and country called in defence of her sovereignty and
those of her allies in World War I, Canadians came. They fought
in horrific battles of attrition, measured not in miles but yards in
the fields of Flanders, on the ridge of Vimy, at Passchendaele and
on the River Somme.

During World War II, Canadians were there. They were in the
skies over Britain, on the beaches on D-Day, in the hills at Monte
Cassino and defending the lifeline to Europe during the Battle of
the Atlantic.

A few short years later, in a remote part of Asia, far from the
consciousness of Canadians, malice and oppression in the form of
communism threatened the peace and stability. When the United
Nations appealed to the free nations of the world to halt the

North Korean invasion of South Korea, Canadians stood tall and
stepped forward, over 26,000 volunteering to fight for a place and
people they knew nothing about and had no bonds or common
ties. Canadians would once again sacrifice body and spirit in the
air and sea and on the land.

After 9/11, Canadian soldiers would find themselves being
asked yet again to don battle dress and fight in the valleys and
hills around Kandahar in Afghanistan; this time to fight a new
enemy with an all too familiar and ancient cause— to deny others
of their lives and liberty.

Canadian peacekeepers and those tasked on NATO missions
continue to serve, building a reputation known throughout the
world for its readiness to stand in harm’s way and to protect
people who cannot protect themselves and to say ‘‘not today’’ to
those who would murder, rape and enslave.

Next year is our nation’s one hundred and fiftieth anniversary.
Despite our country’s relative youth, Canada has always
answered the call and sacrificed far above its weight to protect
those precious liberties that Canadians hold dear.

When we reflect next week, many of us will utter the phrase
‘‘lest we forget.’’ I wonder how often we truly consider the weight
of those three small words. ‘‘Lest’’ is a word often used in phrases
expressing fear, worry, or anxiety. Why should we fear forgetting?

There are over 117,000 reasons why we should.

Honourable senators, it is because of the sacrifices of millions of
Canadians and for the approximated 117,616 who paid the
ultimate sacrifice so that you and I and our children and
grandchildren would have nothing to fear.

That is why we must never forget.
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