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REMEMBRANCE DAY

Hon. Yonah Martin: Honourable senators, we recognize
Remembrance Day every November 11 at 11 a.m. It marks the
end of hostilities during the First World War and provides
a grateful people the opportunity to reflect on the sacrifices of all
those who served in the defence of the nation, who went ‘‘over
there’’ to shield those who could not defend themselves and to
preserve the principles that Canadians cherish.

Remembrance Day ceremonies are solemn occasions, usually
held at community cenotaphs and war memorials, sometimes at
schools or other public places. On these occasions we stop for two
minutes of silence; we listen with heavy hearts to the playing of
the ‘‘Last Post’’ and the recitation of ‘‘In Flanders Fields’’; we
raise our heads and gaze upon the field of poppies adorning the
gathered while the pipes mournfully play ‘‘Amazing Grace.’’

It takes but a moment of time to remember those who stood
and faced the flames of war. Who had the courage to draw a line
against despotism and tyranny. Who, without hesitation,
honoured the call of their nation. Who understood ‘‘all that is
necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing,’’
and the weight those words convey.

Who did not accommodate, who did not appease, who pressed
on when shots rang out and comrades fell. Who overcame
fears on surrounded hills and who stood resolute in the face of
bayonet charges.

Who understood their life could end in a moment of time.
Who, with sombre clarity, comprehended that in that precious
moment, they would never again see the grey coasts, majestic
mountains, wide-open plains and timbered hills and valleys of
their homeland. Who would never again hold the tiny hands of
their children or feel the warm embrace of those that loved them
so desperately and unconditionally.

It takes but a moment of time to remember the fields where our
tanks held the line; the heavens where our pilots duelled; the
beaches where our soldiers crawled, inch by inch, to steal the
cliffs; the cold deep of an unforgiving ocean, hiding death for our
sailors and merchant marines. A moment to remember the over
117,000 who paid that most awful price that any nation can ask
of its children, to be ever so softly carried from the field of battle
by their brothers in arms.

When you take a moment this November 11 to stand in
remembrance at your local memorial or cenotaph, think of those
who have stood in that place before you, who laid their cherished
upon the altar of sacrifice, whose precious moment to stand in
that place with their dad, mom or child was taken from them
because their beloved was carried ever so softly from the field of
battle. Carried ever so softly so that your loved ones could live,
live to pause for a precious moment of time to honour the fallen,
to remember the horrors of war and to embrace peace.

Lest we forget.

[Translation]

We shall remember them always.
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