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Good Morning, bonjour, 안녕하세요, 
  

Minister Park Soon-Choong, Your Excellencies, Mayor Suh Byung Soo, Mayor of Coquitlam, 

BC, Canada Richard Stewart, Chair of the Board of Education of School District 43 Judy Shirra, 

Superintendent of Schools Patricia Gartland,ladies and gentlemen; and above all, our guests of 

honour and living heroes of Korea, Canada and indeed the world, our beloved Veterans of the 

Korean War. I am deeply honoured to stand shoulder to shoulder with you this morning at the 

Turn Toward Busan International Observance, here at the United Nations Memorial Cemetery of 

Korea in this beautiful port city of Busan. 

  

In Canada and in other countries, people gather on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th 

month, to pause and remember all those whose lives were sacrificed in the defence of freedom, 

much like we are doing today.  

  

In the spirit of remembrance, inspired by Canadian Veteran Vince Courtenay, we gather today to 

honour and remember all who served on land, at sea, and in the skies against communist 

aggression during the Korean War. Those who never got to return home to their families as well 

as those countless others who went home wounded in body and in spirit. 

Soldiers left home and hearth in hopes that their sacrifices would pay the debt so that their 

children and ours would never have to experience the horrors of war, the shock and awe of 

artillery shells exploding overhead, the fear as your ship explodes and breaks apart on the high 

seas, the helplessness experienced as your burning plane hurtles to the ground, to have your 

comrade die in your arms. 

I stand before you as a Canadian Senator and a proud daughter of Korea, whose parents would 

not have survived, and who would certainly not have been born, had it not been for all of you 

and all those who served and sacrificed their lives in Korea. 

Your sacrifice and service is what made the Republic of Korea the proud democracy it is today, 

so may each of you put the war at rest in your hearts. 

Today, you can be proud of the thriving nation of more than 50 million people and the millions 

of people of Korean descent who live around the world, who have achieved success, standing on 

your shoulders.  

Weareeternallygratefulandknowthatwearepartofyour legacy.  

Veterans, we will always remember. Lest we forget. Anciens combattants, nous nous 

souviendrons toujours. Nous nous souviendrons. 

  

감사합니다. Merci mille fois.  Thank you. 

  

 


