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NATIONAL FOUNDATION DAY

Hon. Yonah Martin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, I rise on this special day with a heart
overflowing with gratitude and pride. October 3 is Korea’s
National Foundation Day, called Gaecheonjeol, which celebrates
the creation of Gojoseon, the first state of Ancient Korea in
2333 BC. It is also the eve of Chuseok, which is the Korean
Thanksgiving. Today is already Chuseok in Korea, and it will be
Chuseok tomorrow, the same week as the Thanksgiving that we
will all be celebrating. If you may permit me to say a few words in
my heritage language.

[Editor’s Note: Senator Martin spoke in Korean.]

I stand taller than my 165-centimetre height because I am
standing on the shoulders of heroes, on a firm foundation built
over thousands of years. On this day and week of Thanksgiving,
I thank God for all the heroes to whom I am indebted beyond
measure. First, my ancestors and my parents who survived the
oppressive colonial rule of Korea by Imperial Japan. I honour
them and their contemporaries, some who are present in our
chamber today.

I am told that both my paternal and maternal grandfathers
were freedom fighters who sacrificed what they had for Korea’s
independence, for love of their country, at the risk of being jailed,
tortured or killed. Korea regained her freedom at the end of
World War II.

During this colonial period, there were also Canadians who
stood with the Korean people in their fight for freedom and
independence. The only patriot of the independence movement
who is a non-ethnic Korean buried in the National Cemetery of
Korea is Dr. Frank Schofield, a Canadian missionary.

Just five years after the end of World War II, when the Korean
War broke out, my parents and millions of people throughout
Korea, once again under the attack of communist aggression,
were forced from their homes to escape bloodshed and in search
of freedom. Korea, still recovering from decades of colonial
destruction, was a small peninsula in the Far East whose
desperate cries were barely audible to the world. Yet somehow,
nearly 27,000 Canadians from coast to coast to coast heard
the call from across the Pacific, in the North, over the Rockies,
across the Prairies, all the way to the shores of the Atlantic.
World War II veterans, members of the military, and civilians,
some as young as 14 years of age, served with valour and saw their
fellow compatriots make the ultimate sacrifice.

Honourable senators, as always I stand as a proud daughter of
Korea and Canada in the presence of our heroes of the Korean
War and representatives of the national Korean community from
coast to coast to coast and other distinguished guests.

This morning we stood on the steps of Parliament Hill as proud
Canadians of Korean descent for the inaugural flag-raising
ceremony of the Taegukgi, the Korean flag, a national symbol
of the resilient spirit of the Korean people steeped in history and
tradition of thousands of years. Today the Canadian flag waved
in unison, and it was indeed a truly historic day.
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