
Senator Martin with Surgeon General Commodore H. W. Jung, 

and KVA Ottawa Unit President Bill Black and wife Verna 

   Happy New Year. Bonne 

année. 새해 복 많이 받으

세요. 

   It is hard to believe that 

2011 has come and gone. 

“Time and tide waits for no 

man,” my father often quot-

ed. So true are these words 

as 2012 is already upon 

us.  

   2011 was a very produc-

tive year for our office. 

Thanks to my ever dedicat-

ed staff, we served              

communities and constitu-

ents to the best of our abili-

ties; and I had the honour 

of participating in special  

various countries, includ-

ing the Republic of Korea. 

As Co-Chair of the Canada 

Korea Inter-Parliamentary 

Group, I look forward to 

being a key advocate at 

the table with Co-Chair Joe 

Daniel.  May 2012 bring us 

good health, happiness 

and success.  

The Senate  of  Canada  

events and ceremonies.  

   In September, Grace 

Seear joined our team as 

my new Executive Assistant, 

filling her husband’s very 

big shoes. Kristin Doyle (née 

Joiner) in Ottawa and Ed 

Sem in Vancouver continue 

to work tirelessly. Lastly, 

Leah Buchholz successfully 

completed her contract as 

my Parliamentary Assistant 

and has recently found full-

time employment in Ottawa. 

Congratulations, Leah! 

   2012 looks to be a great 

year, full of opportunities to 

strengthen communities 

and bilateral ties with  
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Remembering the Fal len. . .Lest  We Forget  

to work closely with Minister 

Blaney, the Minister of Veter-

ans Affairs. The Minister is 

dedicated to ensuring the 

department’s mandate “to 

repay the nation’s debt of  

gratitude toward those whose 

courageous efforts have giv-

en us this legacy, and have 

contributed to our growth as 

a nation” is completed with 

diligence and care.   

   Senator Martin continues 

to be a tireless advocate 

for our Korea War veter-

ans. Her continued refrain 

of “I would not be here 

today were it not for the 

valiant efforts of the Kore-

an War veterans 60 years 

ago” is one which fuels her 

passion to advocate and 

support our veterans.  

   Senator Martin is proud 

to be a part of an institu-

tion that also celebrates 

this past. During Veterans 

Week she attended a spe-

cial ceremony in the Sen-

ate Chamber, where veter-

ans of several wars and 

current serving officers 

were in attendance.   

  Senator Martin continues 



Senate Standing Committee on Transport and 

Communications 
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Senate Standing Committee on Social Affairs, Science and Technology (SAST) 

Senate  Committees   

ister of Health. A series of 

different experts from within 

the healthcare sector were 

invited to present to the 

committee. These presenters 

provided an array of perspec-

tives identifying different 

needs in the health care sys-

tem. Their recommendations 

and reflections were exam-

ined in light of Canada’s 

unique landscape and demo-

graphic challenges. 

   During this Fall sitting, the 

standing committee conclud-

ed the Post Secondary Edu-

cation Study and passed two 

Bills: World Autism Aware-

ness Day and National Phi-

lanthropy Day.  

    

   2011 has been a produc-

tive year for the SAST com-

mittee, which covers a 

broad range of issues and 

legislation related to 

health, education, immi-

gration, social affairs, sci-

ence and technology to 

name a few. Over the 

course of the Fall session, 

the committee focused its 

attention on the study and 

review of the 2004 Health 

Care Accord to make rec-

ommendations to the Min-
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   Committees conduct invaluable work in the Senate of Canada. An average 50 Bills and 30 

special studies are conducted annually.  In addition to sitting on three standing committees, 

Senator Martin has enjoyed her work as the Deputy Government Whip, and wishes to 

acknowledge her colleagues for their dedication and hard work over this busy fall sitting. 

   Senator Martin joined the 

Committee just as it was fin-

ishing a study that examined 

ways to empower physically 

disabled athletes. The next 

study will examine the issue 

of cyberbullying.  

Meeting with PM Harper and colleagues in his office 

(PM, top right; Sen. Martin, bottom right) 

Senator Martin serves on 

three Senate Standing 

Committees: Social 

Affairs, Science and 

Technology; Transport 

and Communications; 

and Human Rights 

Senate Standing Com-

mittee on Human Rights 

Sen. Martin and PM discuss the value of mentoring 

young Canadians through internship programs 

   The Committee contin-

ued its on-going study 

about the emerging is-

sues of the Canadian 

airline industry. This 

study has shed much 

light on the needs and 

challenges that face the 

airline industry in serving 

the diverse needs and 

challenges of Canada. 

Touring the YVR Airport with Dave 

Parsons, Meg Comiskey and 

Howard Jampolsky 

http://www.parl.gc.ca/sencommitteebusiness/CommitteeHome.aspx?parl=37&ses=2&Language=E&comm_id=19
http://www.parl.gc.ca/sencommitteebusiness/CommitteeHome.aspx?parl=37&ses=2&Language=E&comm_id=19
http://www.parl.gc.ca/sencommitteebusiness/CommitteeHome.aspx?parl=37&ses=2&Language=E&comm_id=47
http://jimmunson.sencanada.ca/en/Helping-Families-with-autism
http://jimmunson.sencanada.ca/en/Helping-Families-with-autism
http://www.liberalsenateforum.ca/In-The-Senate/Statement/14591_National-Philanthropy-Day
http://www.liberalsenateforum.ca/In-The-Senate/Statement/14591_National-Philanthropy-Day
http://www.parl.gc.ca/sencommitteebusiness/CommitteeHome.aspx?parl=37&ses=2&Language=E&comm_id=47
http://www.parl.gc.ca/sencommitteebusiness/CommitteeHome.aspx?parl=37&ses=2&comm_id=77&Language=E
http://www.parl.gc.ca/sencommitteebusiness/CommitteeHome.aspx?parl=37&ses=2&comm_id=77&Language=E


Statements and Tributes  

Women’s History Month 

Click on the title to view the complete speech 

Tribute to Senator Kochhar  

Tribute to Veterans on Remembrance Week 

Sept. 7, 2011 - “I rise today to pay tribute to a fine 

Canadian who has devoted three decades of his life to 

improving the lives of countless people and "change 

the way Canadians think about disability"…Tenacious. 

Unwavering. Passionate. These are qualities that ex-

plain how one man can and has done so much...Dear 

colleague and friend - I am inspired to believe in the 

power of working hard to achieve what may at first 

seem impossible, but is indeed possible.” 

October 25, 2011 - “This year we celebrate the con-

tributions of women in the Canadian forces. Their 

work ethic and contributions first as field nurses 

and then as soldiers, aviators and marines are a 

testament to the significance of women in the Ca-

nadian military...To you, women in the forces both 

past and present, I salute and thank you for your 

service…In the past society defined womanhood for 

us but today, we are able to define it ourselves. Let 

us all work together to create an even stronger def-

inition.”       

Off ice of   
the Honourable  Yonah Martin  
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Senator Martin’s Remembrance Day Video  

(Click image to play) 

During "Senators' 

Statements" Senators 

raise matters they 

consider needing the 

urgent attention of the 

Senate. Senators can 

also speak about im-

portant events, nota-

ble Canadians and 

other topics of signifi-

cance.  

Multiculturalism 

November 24, 2011 - “Honourable senators, multi-

culturalism goes beyond mere tokenism and text 

and instead lies within the core of Canadian identity. 

Canadians from coast to coast to coast understand 

that the very fabric of this nation is woven with the 

threads of individual cultures to make for a more 

vibrant and stronger whole. As a Canadian, I am 

proud to live in a country which holds this belief.”  

“Comfort Women” 

December 14, 2011 - “These painful 

stories of courage and survival must 

be a part of our discussions, written in 

our history books, and recognized as 

one of the tragedies of the war. As a 

former educator and a woman of Kore-

an descent, I feel deeply and personal-

ly moved by the grandmothers and 

their stories...The truth is the only way 

forward - to honour all the women who 

were enslaved, those who did not sur-

vive, and those survivors who are liv-

ing witnesses of the truth. They de-

serve our full support.”  

516 brave Canadians who 

made the ultimate sacri-

fice in service during the 

war.  

   We also remember the 

Canadian fallen, who row 

upon row, are buried in the 

United Nations Memorial 

Cemetery in Busan, Korea 

- far from home. They had 

been forgotten for 50 

years until a monument 

was designed and built in 

their memory...we will remember 

them. Nous nous souviendrons 

d'eux. Lest We Forget.” 

November 2, 2011 -  “As 

we mark Veterans’ Week, 

we honour the brave Cana-

dians who helped defend 

the values of peace, free-

dom and justice around 

the world, including the 

Korean War. 

   We remember how self-

lessly Canada answered a 

country’s call for help.  We 

remember their val-

our.  We remember the 

Former “Comfort 

Woman” holding 

a photo of her-

self 

Office o f  the  Honourable Yonah Martin  

Sen. Vim Kochhar (left)  & Sen. Fairbairn  

http://yonahmartin.sencanada.ca/p102462/
http://yonahmartin.sencanada.ca/p102439/
http://yonahmartin.sencanada.ca/p102473/
http://yonahmartin.sencanada.ca/p102516/
http://senatorscms/yonahmartin/resources/media/Video/20111103-RemembranceDay-YonahMartin.wmv
http://yonahmartin.sencanada.ca/p102543/resources/media/News%20Release%20Senator%20Martin%20Honours%20Comfort%20Women.pdf
http://yonahmartin.sencanada.ca/p102524/resources/media/Video/20111103-RemembranceDay-YonahMartin.wmv


Community  Engagement  

Career Mentorship Conference 

Community Organizations 

   Senator Martin believes in service and volunteerism, and has remained active on 

Boards and Councils of various non-profit and grass-roots organizations. In her roles she 

assists with yearly programming, connects communities, and encourages them to build 

capacity and contribute to the larger community in which they live.  

   Senator Martin was the keynote speaker at the 

KOWIN, Next Generation conference in Montreal. This 

conference provided a unique opportunity for young 

professionals and university students to connect with 

and learn from mentors from a wide range of 

professions. (Photo: With Conference Committee members) 

Senator Martin with fellow 

mentor Angela MacKenzie 

and mentees at the EMP 

launch event in Vancouver 
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 C 3 Society  

 

George Derby 

Centre 

Community Events 

   Senator Martin values the cultural diversity across Canada. She understands that Cana-

da as a nation is strengthened by our individual differences to better our communities as 

a whole. Senator Martin  takes time to attend many events to deliver a greeting or special 

message, recognize organizers and volunteers,  and meet many constituents.   

Little Saigon 

   Sen. Martin joined the 

Vietnamese-Canadian 

community to celebrate the 

establishment of Little 

Saigon in Vancouver, BC. It 

was a historic event 

commemorating the 

designation of “Little 

Saigon” in the city.  

Rhoda Kaellis Residence  

   Sen. Martin attended the 

official opening of Rhoda 

Kaellis Residences. This 

new development provides  

supportive housing for men 

and women with a history 

of homelessness, mental 

health issues and 

substance abuse. 

Entrepreneurial 

Leaders Conference   

Sauder School of 

Business - Executive 

Mentorship Program 

   Sen. Martin greeted 

conference attendees at 

a dinner event. This 

conference aimed to 

motivate leaders to 

action in a Christian-

based approach to 

entrepreneurial 

leadership.  

   As the founding past 

Chair of C3 Society, 

Sen. Martin continues 

to support the society to 

“bridge communities.”  

   The George Derby Centre 

is home to many veterans. 

Sen. Martin regularly visits 

the Centre and organizes a 

variety of programming and 

entertainment for residents 

to enjoy.  

   Sen. Martin is committed 

to growing the next genera-

tion of leaders. In her role as 

a board member in the EMP 

Program she connects with 

and inspires UBC students.  

Click on the title to learn more about the community event or organization 

http://www.kowinmontreal.com/xe/booklet
http://www.c3society.org/page/2/about
http://georgederbycentre.ca/-our-centre-.html
http://georgederbycentre.ca/-our-centre-.html
http://www.c3society.org/page/2/about
http://georgederbycentre.ca/-our-centre-.html
http://yonahmartin.sencanada.ca/p102481
http://yonahmartin.sencanada.ca/p102488
http://www.ubcemp.com/
http://www.ubcemp.com/
http://www.ubcemp.com/
http://www.ubcemp.com/
http://www.kowinmontreal.com/xe/booklet
http://yonahmartin.sencanada.ca/p102481
http://yonahmartin.sencanada.ca/p102488


Canada-Korea  Inter-Par l iamentar y Friendship Group  

Senator Martin with Ambassador and Madame 

Nam, and MP Joe Daniel 

Bridging Across the Pacific  
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2011 World Knowledge Forum  

   As the first and only Parliamentarian of Korean descent in the Parliament of Canada, 

Senator Martin understands that she is able to serve as a liaison between Canada and 

Korea. It is this understanding which drives her dedication in bringing together and 

promoting dialogue between the two countries.  

Building Friendships 

Sen. Martin and Paul Hong, the 

Canadian owner of Maple Tree 

House (a trendy restaurant chain 

in Seoul) who sponsored a dinner 

event organized by the Canadian 

Embassy  

 
   Senator Martin joined various leading 

minds and innovators of the world at the 

2011 World Knowledge Forum in Seoul. The 

theme was, “The New Economic Crisis: 

Reforming Global Leadership & Asia’s 

Challenge.” Senator Martin and MP Barry 

Devolin also had the opportunity to 

strengthen Canada-Korea relations during 

their bilateral exchanges with Korean 

Parliamentarians and officials.  

   Together, Canada-Korea Inter-

Parliamentary Friendship Group and the 

Embassy of the Republic of Korea 

enhanced bilateral relations at several 

annual events, including the Oct. 3 

“Korea Day” reception, the business 

networking reception, and the year-end 

dinner-karaoke evening at the Embassy 

attended by Parliamentarians and staff. 

More activities are planned for 2012. 

Canada Korea Inter-Parliamentary Friendship Group 

year-end Christmas Party at the Embassy 

Daniel, along with 12 

board members, were duly 

elected, and look forward 

to a year of active engage-

ment and activity.  

   His Excellency, Ambassa-

dor Joo-Hong Nam, his 

wife, MPs, Senators, and 

Korean business leaders 

attended the reception 

following the AGM. The 

Korean Embassy gener-

ously hosted the recep-

tion, which allowed all at-

tendees to meet and greet 

one another as they en-

joyed a taste of Korea.  

   The Canada-Korea Inter-

Parliamentary Friendship 

Group hosted their Annual 

General Meeting in Octo-

ber. After 5 years serving 

as co-chair, MP Barry 

Devolin stepped down to 

serve in a Director’s role.  

   Sen. Martin and MP Joe 

Office o f  the  Honourable Yonah Martin  

With Prof. 

& author 

Amy Chua 

and 

“Survivor” 

winner Yul 

Kwon at 

the WKF 

(Right) Paul and Grace Seear and Amb and 

Madame Nam at the Korea Day reception   



Sen. Martin with Minister Harry Bloy, Lt. Colonel 

Howe Lee and MLA Richard Lee 
Sen. Martin with KVA North Shore President, Host 

Antony Pae and MLA Thornthwaite 

Turn Toward Busan Remembrance Day Ceremony 

Veterans Week in Canada  

   As a daughter of Korea, her place of birth, and Canada, her 

home for nearly 40 years, Senator Martin expresses her sen-

timents in this way: “I feel deep gratitude and indebtedness 

to our Veterans of the Korean War, for without whom, I would 

not be alive today.” Senator Martin, with support of her dedi-

cated staff, will continue to use every resource to commemo-

rate significant milestones of the Korean War; and best serve 

and honour the veterans. Nous nous souviendrons d’eux. 

Lest we forget.  

2nd Annual KVA North Shore 

Luncheon  

   To commemorate the 60th Anniversary 

of the Korean War, Mr. and Mrs. Antony 

Pae hosted a luncheon for veterans and 

dignitaries for the 2nd year in a row. From 

their careful attention to every detail of 

the event, the Paes demonstrate their 

love and respect toward the veterans.  

Senator Martin at 

the Vancouver Re-

membrance Day 

Ceremony with 

Captain Lyall Knott, 

whose late father 

Dr. Nairn Knott was 

a WWII and Korea 

War veteran 
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Remembrance Day in Chinatown  

silence facing Busan. There 

lies 378 fallen Canadians 

including 16 unmarked 

graves and 5 naval officers 

lost at sea. These brave 

Canadians lay at rest an 

ocean away from their loved 

ones and homeland. But 

time cannot diminish the 

significance of each life lost 

nor that of the legacy for 

peace and honour they left 

behind.  We will remember 

them. Lest we forget.  

   The Turn Toward Busan 

Ceremony held at Ottawa 

City Hall was attended by 

Korea War veterans and 

many dignitaries including 

Veterans Affairs Minister, 

The Honourable Steven 

Blaney and the Republic of 

Korea’s Ambassador, His 

Excellency Joo Hong Nam. 

The ceremony was perfectly 

timed to match the Remem-

brance Day ceremony taking 

place concurrently at the UN 

Memorial Cemetery in 

Busan, Korea.  

   All stood in a moment of  

   Senator Martin attended a ceremony in 

Chinatown to honour the brave men and 

women who fought for the freedoms that 

all Canadians enjoy today—to ensure 

Asian-Canadians are recognized as citi-

zens, have the right to vote, own property, 

and the right to participate in every facet 

of Canadian society.  

Korean Air Man-

ager Mr. Yang 

greets veterans 

(John Bishop, 

Commodore 

Cummings and 

Gen. Pitts) at 

YVR airport to 

ensure they are 

treated like VIPs 



Honouring Our Veterans  
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1 - “Take a Veteran to Dinner Night” with Korea War veterans Bill Black and JP St. Aubin, and organizer Tobin Kelly in Ottawa 
(photo by Mike Carroccetto, The Ottawa Citizen) 
2 - Remembrance Day ceremony at the Korean War Memorial in Burnaby, BC with Il-Soo Kim (Korean War Veterans Associa-
tion President), Sonny Son, Consul General Yeon Ho Choi, Eunice Oh and Minister Harry Bloy  
3 - At 2nd Annual KVA North Shore luncheon with Korea War veterans that formerly served with the ROK, UK or Canadian 
forces. Host Antony Pae seated front left 
4 - With Korea War veterans Wally Hacking and Peter Pettit at George Derby Centre  
5 - Sen. Martin with Mrs. Tanaka as Korea War veteran Henry Tanaka receives his Ambassador of Peace Medal 
6 - Sen. Martin with Korea War veterans Ottawa Unit at the Perley Rideau Veterans' Health Centre singing Christmas carols 
for residents at the Perley 

3 
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4 
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Beauti fu l  Bri t ish Columbia  

1 - With Minister Harry Bloy and Directors of C3 Society (Rick Kim, Steve Kim, Angela MacKenzie, Theo Lee) at the Nesika 
Award ceremony. C3 is a 2011 nominee. 
2 - At the Entrepreneurial Leaders Conference gala dinner with Darlene McLean (Christian Embassy), Her Excellency Ginte Da-
musis (Ambassador of Lithuania) and Tom Cooper (City in Focus)  
3 - Sen. Martin joins Jeff Shewfelt, Co-CEO of G & F Financial Group to deliver computers to the Korean Seniors Centre 
4 - With F. Donnelly and Eunice Oh at a ceremony honouring Prime Minister’s Award for Excellence in Early Childhood Educa-
tion recipient Ms. Jai Kyung Lee and the children of her award winning Kids Village Preschool in Coquitlam, BC 
5 - Zion Mission Choir director extraordinaire Stephanie Chung backstage after the annual concert 
6 - Saying good-bye to Consul General Liang Shugen and his wife at their farewell reception  

Off ice of   
the Honourable  Yonah Martin  
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Beauti fu l  Bri t ish Columbia  

1-  Meeting with the volunteer kitchen staff of C3”s annual Camp Korea: (back) Angela MacKenzie, Hae-sun Kim; (front) Ann 
Aekyung Woo (culinary expert and team leader), Hae-ran Nam and Youngmee Cho.  
2 - With Min. Harry Bloy, Mayor of New Westminster Wayne Wright, Eli Kaelis (3rd from left), partners of CMHC, and residents of 
Rhoda Kaelis Residence at the Open House (photo from CMHC website) 
3 - With Min. Naomi Yamamoto, Welcome BC Day Award Winners Jennifer Pollack, Barry Znidarsic on behalf of Nathan 

Yang, MLA Dave Hayer. Award Winner John Eckland and Min. Harry Bloy 

4 - With Master Kinney and instructor Monica at the 20th Annual Sun Hang Do Championships 
5 - Closing ceremony of Summer Night Market in Richmond with Councillor of Richmond Bill McNulty, Mayor of Richmond Mal-
colm Brodie, Il Lee Hong (H-Mart CEO), and Catherine Yuen (Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office) 
6 - With Min. Alice Wong, Judge Watt, new Canadian citizens and their 3-month-old baby at a citizenship ceremony 
 

3 
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http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100001924758781
http://www.facebook.com/harrybloy


Ottawa 

1 - Parliamentary interns (Julie Kim, Leah Buchholz, Ji-Young Kim, Young Choi) meet PM Stephen Harper in his Centre Block 
office 

2 - Staff Christmas dinner in the Parliamentary Restaurant in Centre Block (Leah Buchholz, Ed Sem, Kristin Doyle and her hus-
band Jordan. Missing: Grace Seear)  
3 - 4MyCanada representatives meet with Sen. Martin and Grace Seear in Sen. Martin’s office in East Block 
4 - Sen. Martin with BC Firefighters who traveled to Ottawa for their annual Hill visit 
5 - Sen. Martin with a wheelchair athlete and champion in front of the Eternal Flame on Parliament Hill, participating as a 
“Chairleader” for the day to raise awareness about people with physical disabilities   

6 - Sen. Martin with three musically talented sisters who performed in the Senate Chamber for an annual World Youth Day event 

Off ice of   
the Honourable  Yonah Martin  
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