
Debates of the Senate

1st SESSION . 42nd PARLIAMENT . VOLUME 150 . NUMBER 149

TRIBUTE TO DR. FRANCIS SCHOFIELD
AND DR. UN-CHAN CHUNG

Statement by:

The Honourable Yonah Martin

Thursday, October 19, 2017



THE SENATE

Thursday, October 19, 2017

TRIBUTE TO DR. FRANCIS SCHOFIELD
AND DR. UN-CHAN CHUNG

Hon. Yonah Martin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, I’m deeply honoured to pay tribute to two
people whose lives are interwoven in a way that truly embodies the
incredible bond between Canada and Korea that first began to
form in the late 19th century. Specifically, I’m honoured to
highlight the clearest proof of this deep-rooted bond as exemplified
by the late Dr. Francis William Schofield, a Canadian who became
a national hero of Korea; and his beloved mentee, Dr. Un-Chan
Chung, Korea’s fortieth prime minister.

Dr. Chung, welcome to the Senate of Canada. This is your first
visit to our chamber but hopefully not your last.

Canadian missionary and world renowned veterinarian
Dr. Francis Schofield, officially recognized as one the patriots
of the 1919 independence movement of the Korean people during
the Japanese occupation of Korea, is buried among Korea’s
heroes in the Seoul National Cemetery. Dr. Schofield continues to
be treasured by Koreans to this day for his world-renowned work
and teaching at the Severance Hospital in Seoul, as well as his
nation-building work in the 1950s and 1960s when he returned
to Korea, but above all for his social activism and key role in
the independence movement inspired by his true love of the
Korean people.

One such beloved pupil of Dr. Schofield is Dr. Un-Chan Chung,
former Prime Minister of the Republic of Korea and currently
Chairman of the Korea Institute for Shared Growth and Professor
Emeritus at Seoul National University.

Their relationship began in 1960, when Dr. Chung was only
13 years old. After losing his father earlier in his childhood, his
family had no means to finance his schooling in any way.
Dr. Schofield, not only a mentor but also a father figure to the
young Dr. Chung, took him under his wing and supported his
tuition and living expenses.

I recall a testimony that the Prime Minister shared about
Dr. Schofield giving literally everything he had to the people he
loved, wearing the same suit from summer into winter by lining the
inside with newspaper to try to keep out the biting cold. With such
devotion and mentoring from Dr. Schofield, Dr. Chung completed
his education at Seoul National University and later completed his
master’s and PhD at Miami and Princeton, respectively, becoming
one of Korea’s leading economists. How proud Dr. Schofield
would have been to witness his son becoming the fortieth prime
minister of his beloved adopted country. We can only imagine.

Prime Minister Un-Chan Chung, in his own words, attributes
his personal success to Dr. Schofield:

I think of him as my greatest mentor in life. [He] instilled in
me the virtues of hard work and dedication to principles. . . .
His thoughts on social justice and equality, the raison d’être
and responsibility of states and statesmen, democratic values
and good governance in today’s parlance, still inform my own
thinking.

Honourable senators, please join me in paying tribute to
Dr. Francis Schofield and Prime Minister Un-Chan Chung, a
beloved son and proud Canadian, and this revered hero of Korea.
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