
   

    The Hon. Yonah Martin    SENATE                                                 SÉNAT      L’hon Yonah Martin  
                     CANADA 
         

News Release 
 

For immediate release 

April 27, 2014 
  

CANDLELIGHT VIGIL FOR KOREA 

 

The Honourable Yonah Martin, Deputy Leader of the Government in the Senate; Deputy Consul 

General Seon-Cheol Park on behalf of the Government of the Republic of Korea; Suzanne Anton, 

Minister of Justice and Attorney General of BC; His Worship, Mayor Richard Stewart of 

Coquitlam, along with the Rose of Sharon Foundation and Care Society, C3 Korean Canadian 

Society, leaders and members of the Korean Canadian Community, Fatima parishioners and 

hundreds of supporters participated in the "Candlelight Vigil for Korea" in  honour of the victims 

and their families of the Sewol ferry tragedy that occurred on April 16, 2014 in South Korea. 

 

The vigil took place at Our Lady of Fatima Parish Hall in Coquitlam, BC. The Hall is located 

within blocks of "Korea Town" where many Korean-owned businesses are concentrated along 

North Road and in a region where there is a growing presence of the Korean Canadian 

community. The vigil, organized by an ad hoc Event Committee led by C3 Society and Rose of 

Sharon Foundation and Care Society, began at 6:30pm with the lighting of candles and a blessing 

from Father Claude of Fatima Parish. The evening included three formal programs with speeches 

and poems written especially for the vigil by Ken Carlson of George Derby Centre and the Korean 

Literary Society of BC. Letters from Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Premier Christy Clark; 

and heartfelt messages sent by Veterans of the Korean War of Canada and the UK, and supporters 

across Canada and as far away as China, were also shared at intervals. Everyone wore a yellow 

ribbon as the symbol of hope of miracles, small or big, to surface.   

 

Participants of the vigil ad

The children in attendance created their own message board at the Art 

Station.   

 

The Rose of Sharon Foundation began their fundraising drive at the Candlelight Vigil for Korea, 

and will continue to collect donations over the next few weeks, ending on May 10th, 2014. All 

funds will be sent to Korea.  

 

To make a donation directly to the Foundation, send to: 

  

Rose of Sharon Foundation 

1165 Charland Ave Coquitlam BC V3K 3L2 

 



Or donors can make direct deposit to the Rose of Sharon’s account: 

 

Bank Name: Sharons Credit Union 

Account Holder Name; Rose of Sharon Foundation 

Account No. 100000277970 

Pay to the Order of: Rose of Sharon Foundation 

 

"The Candlelight Vigil for Korea brought everyone together in a spirit of cooperation and 

compassion for all those impacted by the Sewol ferry tragedy. Together, there is something we can 

and therefore, must do. Hope rises from the depths of despair. It is my sincere hope that we 

continue to pray for the victims and their family and friends; for the safety of the divers and all 

those involved in the rescue efforts; the eventual conclusion of the ordeal; and the healing and 

renewal of all." ~ Senator Yonah Martin 
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