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MP CORNELIU CHISU WELCOMES THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FIRST 

CANADA-BULGARIA INTER-PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP  

  

  

OTTAWA - On November 24th, the Canada-Bulgaria Inter-Parliamentary Friendship Group was 

established on Parliament Hill, followed by a dinner reception hosted by the Embassy of the 

Republic of Bulgaria. 

  

Member of Parliament David Tilson chaired the Inaugural General Meeting, which included the 

election of MP Cornelieu Chisu as Chair. Senator Yonah Martin and MP Russ Hiebert 

subsequently nominated and elected as Vice-Chairs. 

  

The following Parliamentarians were elected as Directors: Senator Don Meredith, Senator Raynell 

Andreychuk, Senator Ghislain Maltais, MP Barry Devolin, MP Joe Daniel and MP Wladyslaw 

Lizon. 

   

Canada and Bulgaria share strong people-to-people ties, dating back from the beginning of the 

Balkan War (1912-1913). Over the century, Bulgarian immigrants landed on Canadian soil, 

motivated by their love of freedom and democracy. 

  

Not only do the two countries share strong people ties, but they also enjoy strong bilateral trade, 

with Bulgaria making up one of Canada’s largest merchandise trade partners in South East 

Europe. 

  

More than 30,000 Canadians can trace their roots back to Bulgaria. With them, they have brought 

values of hard work, appreciation of the importance of education and their respect to their religion 

and traditions. 



 

His Excellency Nikolay Milkkov, consular staff and leaders of the Bulgarian Canadian community 

witnessed the historic founding meeting of the Inter-Parliamentary Friendship Group. Ralitsa 

Tcholakova gave a brilliant violin performance to celebrate the historic evening.  

 

“I am humbled and grateful to have been elected chair of the inaugural Canada-Bulgaria Inter-

Parliamentary Friendship Group. I am looking forward to strengthen the relations between the 

parliamentarians of our countries in view to build friendship and cooperation for the benefit of our 

nations.” – MP Corneliu Chisu 
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