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Hon. Yonah Martin (Acting Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, I have the honour to rise today as the
founding co-chair of the Canada-Bulgaria Inter-Parliamentary
Friendship Group to recognize the fiftieth anniversary of Canada-
Bulgaria diplomatic relations, this year.

The parliamentary group was established during the last
Parliament on November 26, 2014, and co-founded by former
Member of Parliament Corneliu Chisu.

The establishment of the first Canada-Bulgaria Inter-
Parliamentary Friendship Group marked a milestone in our
long history, dating back more than 100 years. Over the century,
Bulgarian immigrants have landed on Canadian shores,
motivated by their love of freedom and democracy. In fact, it
was under Prime Minister Robert Borden when 6,388 immigrants
from the Kingdom of Bulgaria first set foot on Canadian soil.
Notably, in 1924, the first Bulgarian school in the Americas was
established in Toronto, funded by the Bulgarian Orthodox
community, an act of self-reliance that has become the hallmark
of the Bulgarian community in Canada.

Today, more than 30,000 Canadians can trace their roots back
to Bulgaria. With them, they have brought values of hard work,
appreciation of higher education and respect of their religion and
tradition.

Not only do Canada and Bulgaria share strong people-to-
people ties, but we also enjoy a healthy bilateral trade with

Bulgaria making up one of Canada’s largest merchandise trading
partners in southeastern Europe. Canadian exports have been
increasing with potential for greater trade in investment across a
variety of sectors.

On September 11, 2016, I attended the fifteenth Bulgarian
Annual BBQ in New Westminster, B.C., organized by the
Bulgarian-Canadian Society of British Columbia. Members of
the Bulgarian community in Metro Vancouver are the second
largest Bulgarian population group in Canada. They gathered at
the annual barbeque to celebrate their dynamic culture with food,
books and cultural performances. The students who danced in
colourful traditional costumes did so with great energy and pride,
admired and applauded by rows of toddlers and primary school
students, too young to be on the stage but eagerly waiting their
turn.

I commend the organization and all national community
organizations for aiming to preserve and share the Bulgarian
language, culture, arts and traditions that strengthen the
multicultural tapestry of Canada.

Honourable senators, please join me in applauding the national
Bulgarian community for their contributions to Canada. May our
strong people-to-people ties and potential opportunities for trade
bring to the fore stronger Canada-Bulgaria bilateral relations in
the years ahead.

Thank you. Merci. Blagodarya.
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