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Hon. Yonah Martin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, I rise on this occasion to add my voice
just ahead of our crucial third reading vote.

This bill, as sensitive and complex as it is, has been a very
demanding test of our abilities as parliamentarians, especially
since it arrived in this chamber with such a wide and deep range of
legislative gaps and concerns.

Medical assistance in dying is a complex, multi-faceted subject.
As well as being deeply personal and despite our individual
differences I believe we have fulfilled our responsibilities as
senators by undertaking the critical process of examining and
debating every aspect of this difficult bill. And given the
magnitude of this subject, one that strikes at the core social
consciousness of our country, Canadians expect us to ensure that
no stone is left unturned.

Since the Supreme Court’s June 6 deadline has passed, and with
the current legislative void that exists, I acknowledge the urgency
in putting a federal framework into law.

Above all else, this legislation needs to be as robust as it can be
because there is no room for error. The end of life means the end
of life. There is no reversal of death.

On a very personal note, as a Christian, a teacher of 21 years, a
parent, and daughter of a mother with dementia, who is losing her
memory with great dignity, and a daughter of a father who taught
me and all those who cared for him for over a two-year period
that while the physical world fades for each of us, when our time
comes, what we do in the face of suffering and impending death
can define our character, reveal God’s grace, and inspire great
love and compassion.

I was at my father’s bedside when he died with great dignity and
eternal peace.

While in principle I do not support Bill C-14 as amended, I will
qualify that by saying I know it is our duty to eventually enact a
robust, complex, federal regime to provide a needed national

framework. As such, my willingness to support the passage of the
bill at third reading is equal to my reluctance to do so.

A number of important amendments were proposed, examined,
debated, rejected or adopted. We adopted Senator Eaton’s
amendment to include provisions around palliative care, which
would act as an extra layer of safeguards before a patient can
become eligible for medical assistance in dying. This amendment
is extremely important because it seeks to protect vulnerable
Canadians who have the right to know all of the options available
to them.

I was proud to support this amendment, as well as the other
amendments that added greater safeguards because the safety and
protection of vulnerable Canadians need to be at the heart of
Bill C-14.

I believe that the underlying premise of the Supreme Court’s
Carter decision was not the right to die but the right to life, liberty
and security of person. Therefore, I believe that a more permissive
regime is not what the Supreme Court had intended when it
rendered its Carter judgment.

As I’ve said before, on principle I fundamentally oppose
medical assistance in dying. That said, I’m awake to the reality
that the prohibition on medical assistance in dying has been lifted,
that the status quo has been radically altered, and that the social
consciousness of Canada has been significantly shifted. I fully
acknowledge that some version of Bill C-14 will become law.
However, as previously stated, I believe that a bill with the
strongest and greatest safeguards is better than one that is too
permissive. I maintain that one loss of Canadian life is too many,
and for that reason achieving eligibility for receiving medical
assistance in dying should be restrictive, not permissive.

I remain very worried about Bill C-14 as amended, but despite
my own reservations about this bill, I am very proud of the high
degree of attention and diligence that honourable senators, our
staff and the Senate personnel have given to this critical issue.

I believe that we have carefully examined, debated and
considered every major aspect. This is the duty placed on us by
Canadians, and I am confident that we have fulfilled that duty.
Thank you.
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