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Hon. Yonah Martin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, I rise today to honour our colleague
Senator Denise Batters on her 2017 Centre for Addiction and
Mental Health, CAMH, Difference Maker Award.

The CAMH Difference Maker is a national initiative started in
2017. It asked Canadians to nominate a person with lived
experience— a caregiver, a family member, a health professional,
a researcher, an advocate, a philanthropist or anyone making a
difference in small or big ways, in local or international circles, or
in public or private lives, with respect to mental health.

The response was overwhelming; 3,700 changemakers were
nominated, of which the CAMH selected 150 Canadians currently
making a difference and engaging their communities in
discussions on mental health, a fitting tribute during Canada’s
sesquicentennial anniversary.

In October of this year, Senator Denise Batters was honoured
with the award and was named as one of the 150 leading
Canadians for mental health.

Hon. Senators: Hear, hear!

Senator Martin: Many colleagues, including me, who know
Senator Batters, understand exactly why she was chosen for this
award. She is a champion of mental health and suicide
prevention. Her tireless fundraising efforts and advocacy for
this cause have been admired by many of us in this place. I can
only imagine the strength it must take to advocate for a cause that

took the life of her dear husband and former Member of
Parliament Dave Batters in 2009.

After his passing, Denise Batters began organizing an annual
charity golf tournament in Dave’s honour and has raised nearly
$200,000 to date. The funds are used to promote mental health
awareness through television marketing campaigns. In 2012, she
advocated for a national suicide prevention strategy, appearing
before the Standing Committee on Health, in the other place, on
several occasions.

She has spoken, and continues to speak, to community groups,
schools, workplaces, first responders and health care providers on
the importance of mental health.

Most importantly, she has shared her personal story, using
every platform available, giving people who are struggling with
mental illness and their families the assurance that they are not
alone in their battles.

Honourable senators, every one of us in this place has a cause
that is close to our hearts. Senator Batters’ is one that affects
millions of Canadians of all ages. More precisely, one in five
people in Canada will personally experience a mental health
problem in any given year.

Thank you, Denise, for your courage, strength and invaluable
advocacy.

Honourable senators, please join me in congratulating our
colleague Senator Denise Batters on being named Centre for
Addiction and Mental Health Difference Maker of 2017.

Hon. Senators: Hear! Hear!

4509


