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2018 OLYMPIC GAMES

Hon. Yonah Martin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, I am thrilled to rise today to speak about
the 2018 Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games in Pyeongchang,
South Korea.

I want to take this opportunity to wholeheartedly congratulate
the Republic of Korea, which is hosting the games once more
after three decades have passed since the 1988 Seoul games.
Canadian athletes from British Columbia to Newfoundland and
Labrador will take to the slopes and ice to compete for Canada
against the best athletes of the world. I’m sure Canadians from
coast to coast to coast are filled with pride and excitement as we
prepare to witness Team Canada enter the PyeongChang Olympic
Stadium on February 9 and compete over the course of the
games.

In the spirit of promoting the Olympic and Paralympic
Games and their unifying force, on January 18, 2018, on the
‘‘Road to the Olympic Games,’’ Canadians and Koreans teamed
up to organize the 2018 Imjin Classic, an annual commemorative
hockey game held in honour of the legacy of wartime hockey
played by Canadians and others during the Korean War.
As captured in historic black and white photos from 1952,
during the height of the Korean War, regimental members of
the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry and the Royal
22nd Regiment of Quebec faced off in a championship game on
the frozen Imjin River in Paju City, South Korea, proof that even
in the midst of war, sport has the ability to unite.

Long after the war, the friendship between Korea and Canada
has endured and grown not just through diplomatic relations and
the implementation of the Canada-Korea FTA, but through the
power of sport. Sixty-five years ago, hockey brought Canadian
soldiers closer to home, and this year, hockey brought them closer
to Korea.

Honourable senators, it is difficult to overlook the fact that
Korea has remained divided along the 38th parallel for nearly
65 years and that tensions have been building on the Korean
Peninsula this past year. They remain top of mind for many as
the opening of the Olympics is about to take place. Canada has
and will continue to be a true friend and ally. We believe that only
through diplomatic means can peace on the Korean Peninsula
be achieved.

The PyeongChang Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games will
provide the stage for dialogue, understanding and peace. It will be
a global platform to bring together people from all walks of life,
to set aside our differences, embrace our collective diversity, and
take part in events much bigger and more universal than
ourselves. The universal language of sport is the most powerful
language for diplomacy.

To all our athletes, families, coaches and support staff, we at
home are with you in spirit. We wish you the best of luck and will
be cheering for you from coast to coast to coast. May the Olympic
and Paralympic Games be truly successful and perhaps a catalyst
for eventual peace on the Korean Peninsula.
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